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Performance Notes

“We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have
strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory will
swell when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.”

— Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address (March 4, 1861)

There is a place that is better than hate. Better than bigotry. Better than ignorance.
Better than violence. We catch glimpses of it ever so briefly, and fleetingly. We strive for
a fuller view of this place that can only be attained by embracing the better angels of
our humanity.

Better Angels was commissioned by the Raleigh Concert Band (Raleigh, North Carolina),
Lem Bruce Hardy I, conductor in celebration of their 40th anniversary (2018).

About the Composer

Dr. William Harbinson is a Professor of Music Theory at Appalachian State University.
He has received eight Editor's Choice Awards (Pepper Music Catalog) that identify “the
very best of the new music available.” His works for band appear on the contest/festival
literature lists of several states. His symphonic work, Kallalanta won the Merle J. Isaac
Senior Composition Competition in'2007. His concert band work;, All The Starry Band was
awarded the 2006 Hinda Honigman Cup from the North Carolina Federation of Music
Clubs, and his symphonic orchestra work, Lake Dance received the same award in 2011.
His composition for brass and percussion, The Maestro’s Flourish won the Dallas Wind
Symphony Fanfare Competition in 2005. He received the 100 Scholars Award from
Appalachian State University (2008) signifying his sustained record of creative activity.
He received a UNC Board of Governors Excellence in Teaching College Award in 2014.
Phi Mu Alpha presented him with the Orpheus Award (2009) for his significant and
lasting contributions to music in America.
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