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About the Composition
Black light is defined as infrared or ultraviolet light which is invisible to the naked eye . 
The idea of an entire spectrum existing out of the range of human perception was 
an influencing factor on the composition of the piece . Black Light is written in a post-
minimalist style and is also heavily influenced by the work of American composers 
Steve Reich, John Adams, and Philip Glass .

This begins with strict motor accompaniment . Take care to maintain equal balance 
among the different “moving parts” so that they blend to create a solid whole 
both here and throughout the piece . The primary thematic material is stated by 
the trumpets and horns at m . 12 . This material is the basis for much of the harmonic 
and thematic material that follows . A slightly varied statement of the main theme is 
presented again at m . 26 with a different type of motor accompaniment . This leads 
to a B section at m . 44, which is a bold fanfare-like presentation of the main material . 
Another series of variations on the main theme begins at m . 50 and incorporates 
many different textural and harmonic ideas in the accompaniment . Once again, be 
careful to not let any one “moving part” overwhelm another and keep the texture 
evenly balanced . A second, broader presentation of the B section occurs at m . 90 
and leads to a subdued C section at m . 100 with new melodic material presented in 
the trumpet . A whimsical march-like section pushes to the return of the introductory 
motor material at m . 131 . A final heroic presentation of the main thematic material 
results in a somewhat ambiguous coda, which brings the piece to a dramatic 
conclusion .

About the Composer
George Sweet was born in York County, South Carolina, in 1979 . He received Master’s 
Degrees in Composition and Instrumental Conducting from Northern Arizona 
University and a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Mars Hill University . 
George’s music is regularly performed worldwide and has been heard at numerous 
state and regional Honor Band and Orchestra Festivals, Disney’s Magic Music Days, 
Bands of America, the College Band Directors National Association Conference, the 
Concurso de Musica Festival in Peru, the Melbourne School Band and Strings Festival 
in Australia, the National Orchestra Festival, and the Midwest Clinic . His various 
commissions include those from professional performers, public schools, university 
ensembles, and also a video game under a grant from the Hewlett Foundation . 
George has taught Theory, Band, Chorus, and Orchestra at both public school and 
university levels . He is a member of ASCAP and is the recipient of multiple ASCAP 
awards for concert music . George has also received awards from the American 
Prize, the Music Teachers National Association, and numerous “call for scores” 
competitions from various professional ensembles . George is a member of Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia, MENC, and is an honorary member of Kappa Kappa Psi . His music 
regularly receives positive reviews in both the Instrumentalist magazine and the 
Journal of the American String Teachers Association and is included in the Smart 
Music interactive program . George’s music is published exclusively by Carl Fischer 
Publications of New York . For more information about the music of George Sweet, 
please visit www .georgesweet .net .
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Black Light

GEORGE SWEET
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