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About the Composition
To Create a Voice was commissioned by the Valley Concert Band in Stockton, CA. 
The piece premiered in October 2017, in memory and celebration of Chris Anderson, 
a local musician and educator.

When writing this piece, I tried to convey certain moods and emotions throughout: 
soulful at the beginning with calm woodwind chords and solo trombone; increased 
energy throughout the various sections of the piece; exploration of different grooves 
and colors; an uplifting, emotional ending that leaves the listener with a sense of how 
positive and loving Chris was.

This piece is largely inspired by a specific quote from Chris:

“Most people would consider the sounds students first make on their instruments to 
be cringe-worthy, but to me that’s music to my ears, because that’s the first time 
students put a voice to their instrument. Over time those voices become stronger; 
they become clear, more confident, and get to a point where they use those voices 
to communicate with each other, and to their audiences.”

To relate to the “first notes on the instrument” idea, I used motifs based on the first 
notes most beginners ever play, Do Re MI, which are introduced at the beginning of 
the piece with the trombone solo, Chris’ instrument. During the section at m. 15, the 
brass introduce a chorale that I named “Chris’ Theme” while the woodwinds keep 
reminding us of Do Re Mi. Later in the piece (mm. 71 and 79), I use these notes again, 
but in reverse, which becomes a reference to the first SONG most beginners learn, 
Hot Cross Buns. This section is also meant to portray Chris’ “quirky” and joking side. In 
mm. 75 and 83, “Chris’ Theme" presents itself again a couple of times in response to 
Hot Cross Buns.

Toward the end, at the uplifting moment (m. 97), Do Re Mi is heard again, but this 
time in harmony with Mi Fa So. This represents the ultimate satisfaction we all feel as 
musicians when we have finally progressed enough to play in harmony with others. 
The half-time feeling in 3 at that moment also has significance, relating (rhythmically) 
to those important “3 notes” again.

I really hope you enjoy performing and listening to this piece as much as I have 
enjoyed creating it!

About the Composer
Carol Brittin Chambers is currently on the music faculty at Texas Lutheran University. She 
lives in San Antonio, Texas, where she is the owner and composer of Aspenwood Music. 
She also maintains an active performance schedule, including appearances  with 
the Mid-Texas and San Antonio Symphonies.

Chambers is commissioned each year to compose and arrange works for 
concert  band, marching band, and various other ensembles. She has arranged 
and  orchestrated marching shows for numerous high school bands across the 
country, as well as The Crossmen Drum Corps.
Before coming to TLU, Chambers taught middle school and high school band 
for many years in the North East Independent School District, San Antonio, TX. She 
also taught private lessons in NEISD.

Chambers received a Master of Music in Trumpet Performance from 
Northwestern University and a Bachelor of Music Education from Texas Tech University. 
She studied under Vincent Cichowicz, John Paynter, Arnold Jacobs, James Sudduth, 
and Will Streider.
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Celtic Echoes

Commissioned by the Andrew Jackson Middle School Band, 

Titusville, Florida under the direction of Jim Matthews

1 2 3 4 5

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet 1

in Bb

Clarinet 2, 3

in Bb

Bass

Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Alto Saxophone

1, 2 in Eb

Tenor Saxophone

in Bb

Baritone

Saxophone in Eb

Trumpet 1

in Bb

Trumpet 2, 3

in Bb

Horn 1, 2

in F

Trombone 1, 2

Euphonium

Tuba

Mallet Percussion

(Bells, Chimes)

Timpani

(Ab, Bb, C, Eb)

Percussion 1

(Snare Drum, 

Bass Drum)

Percussion 2

(Suspended Cymbal,

Triangle, 

Crash Cymbals)

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&
b

b
∑

2 Soli

mp

&
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

p

?

b
b

p

&

#
a2

p

&

p

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

con sord.

p

&

con sord. a2

p

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

b

Bells

p

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑

Suspended Cymbal

pp mp

Triangle

∑ ∑

Ó Œ
œ
œ œ

œ ú
ú

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

ú
ú ú

ú
œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ

w w w w w

Œ
œ ú œ ú œ ú œ œ œ œ ú œ ú œ

Œ
œ ú œ ú œ ú œ œ œ œ ú œ ú œ

Œ
œ ú œ ú œ ú œ œ œ œ ú œ ú œ

Ó ‰ œ

J

œ œ œ œ ú œ œ ú œ œ ú œ œ œ œ . œ

J

ú

Ó ‰
œ

j

œ œ œ œ ú œ œ ú œ œ ú œ œ œ œ . œ

j

ú

Ó Œ ‰
œ
œ

j

ú
ú

‰
œ
œ

j

œ
œ

Œ ‰
œ
œ

j

ú
ú

‰
œ
œ

j

œ
œ

Œ ‰
œ
œ

j

ú
ú

‰
œ
œ

j

œ
œ

Ó

ææ
æ
# 3 Œ

Œ

1

CPS181F

3

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

6 7

rit. 

rit. 

8

9

9

a tempo 

a tempo 

9 10

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. 1

in Bb

Cl. 2, 3

 in Bb

B. Cl.

in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2

in Eb

T. Sax.

in Bb

Bar. Sax.

in Eb

Tpt. 1

in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3

in Bb

Hn. 1, 2

 in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Mall. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

&
b

b
∑ ∑

&
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

mp

&
∑ ∑

a2

mp

&

mp

?

b
b

mp

&

#

∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

&
b ∑ ∑

a2

mp

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑

mp

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑

mp

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑

mp

&
b

b
∑ ∑

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑ ∑ ∑

ú
ú

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ ww

Ó Œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ

Ó Œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ

w w
w

w œ . œ
-

j

ú

ú œ œ œ ú œ w
ú ú œ .

œ
-

J
ú

ú œ œ œ ú œ
w
w

ú œ œ œ ú œ w

w

œ œ ú œ œ ú œ œ œ
œ w

œ œ ú œ œ ú œ œ œ
œ w

Ó Œ œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ

w
ú ú

œ
œ .

.
œ
œ

-

J

ú
ú

ú ú œ .
œ
-

J
ú

w œ .
œ
-

j

ú

Œ ‰
œ
œ

j

ú
ú

‰
œ
œ

j

ú
ú .

. ‰
œ

j
œ

œ ú

Ó Œ

1

Ó

!

CPS181F

4

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

11 12 13 14 15 16

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. 1

in Bb

Cl. 2, 3

 in Bb

B. Cl.

in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2

in Eb

T. Sax.

in Bb

Bar. Sax.

in Eb

Tpt. 1

in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3

in Bb

Hn. 1, 2

 in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Mall. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

&
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&

&

?

b
b

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

?

b
b

?

b
b

?

b
b

&
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

p

Sus. Cym.

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ
ú .

œ œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ
ú .

œ œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ

ú ú

w

ú ú

ú
ú

w

Œ

œ
ú

œ œ
ú w ú ú ú ú ú ú Œ œ ú

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ
ú . œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ

œœ
ú .
œ ú

œ
œ œ

œ
ú
ú w

ú ú w ú
ún

w
ú ú

Œ
œœ

ú
ú

œ œ
ú w ú ú ú ú ú ú Œ œ ú

ú ú
w ú ú

ú

ú
w

Œ

œ

ú

Ó

ææ
æ
#

CPS181F

5

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

17 18 19 20 21

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. 1

in Bb

Cl. 2, 3

 in Bb

B. Cl.

in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2

in Eb

T. Sax.

in Bb

Bar. Sax.

in Eb

Tpt. 1

in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3

in Bb

Hn. 1, 2

 in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Mall. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

&
b

b

Solo

mf

&
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&

&

?

b
b

&

#

mp

∑

&

mp

∑

&

#

mp

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

?

b
b

?

b
b

?

b
b

&
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

mp

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

‰

œ

J

œ œ œ œ œ
œ

‰
œ

J

œ œ œ œ œ

‰

œ

J

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ

ú

‰

œ

J

œ œ œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ#
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ#
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

ú

ú
ú

œ œ ú
ú

ú

ú
w

w ú ú
w

ú
œ œ

ú ú

ú
ú

ú
ú ú

ú
ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú# ú

ú

ú ú
ú ú ú ú

ú
œ œ

ú

ú
ú

œ œ ú
ú

ú

ú
w

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œn
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

ú
ú

ú
ú

w
ú ú ú

ú
ú
ú

ú

ún

ú

úb

w
ú ú

w ú ú
w

ú
œ œ

ú ú

ú
ú

ú
œ œ ú

ú

ú
ú

w

3 Œ Ó

CPS181F

6

23

CPS226F

For promotional use only 

unlawful to copy or print



UPCISBN 978-1-4911-5320-8
CPS226	 —		 Set
CPS226F	 —		 Full Score
CPS226P	 —		 Partswww.carlfischer.com

The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band
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• Difficulty ranges from Grades 3 to 3.5
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• Use of expanded Percussion writing
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing groups
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