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About the Composition

To Create a Voice was commissioned by the Valley Concert Band in Stockton, CA.
The piece premiered in October 2017, in memory and celebration of Chris Anderson,
a local musician and educator.

When writing this piece, | tried to convey certain moods and emotions throughout:
soulful at the beginning with calm woodwind chords and solo frombone; increased
energy throughout the various sections of the piece; exploration of different grooves
and colors; an upliffing, emotional ending that leaves the listener with a sense of how
positive and loving Chris was.

This piece is largely inspired by a specific quote from Chris:

“*Most people would consider the sounds students first make on their instruments to
be cringe-worthy, but to me that’s music to my ears, because that’s the first time
students put a voice to their instrument. Over time those voices become stronger;
they become clear, more confident, and get to a point where they use those voices
to communicate with each other, and fo their audiences.”

To relate to the “first notes on the instrument” ideaq, | used motifs based on the first
notes most beginners ever play, Do Re MI, which are infroduced at the beginning of
the piece with the frombone solo, Chris’ instrument. During the section at m. 15, the
brass infroduce a chorale that | named “Chris” Theme” while the woodwinds keep
reminding us of Do Re Mi: Later in the piece (mm. 71 and 79), | use these notes again,
but in reverse, which becomes a reference to the first SONG most beginners learn,
Hot Cross Buns. This section is also meant to portray Chris” “quirky” and joking side. In
mm. 75 and 83, "Chris’ Theme" presents itself again a couple of times in response to
Hot Cross Buns.

Toward the end, at the upliffing moment (m. 97), Do Re Mi is heard again, but this
tfime in harmony with Mi Fa So. This represents the ultimate satisfaction we all feel as
musicians when we have finally progressed enough to play in harmony with others.
The half-time feeling in 3 at that moment also has significance, relating (rhythmically)
to those important "3 notes” again.

| really hope you enjoy performing and listening to this piece as much as | have
enjoyed creatfing it!

About the Composer

Carol Brittin Chambers is currently on the music faculty at Texas Lutheran University. She
livesin San Antonio, Texas, where she is the owner and composer of Aspenwood Music.
She also maintains an active performance schedule, including appearances with
the Mid-Texas and San Antonio Symphonies.

Chambers is commissioned each year to compose and arrange works for
concert band, marching band, and various other ensembles. She has arranged
and orchestrated marching shows for numerous high school bands across the
country, as well as The Crossmen Drum Corps.

Before coming to TLU, Chambers taught middle school and high school band
for many years in the North East Independent School District, San Antonio, TX. She
also taught private lessons in NEISD.

Chambers received a Master of Music in Trumpet Performance from
Northwestern University and a Bachelor of Music Education from Texas Tech University.
She studied under Vincent Cichowicz, John Paynter, Arnold Jacobs, James Sudduth,
and Will Streider.
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Full Score Commissioned by the Andrew Jackson Middle School Band, 3 4
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

* Instrumentation uses two Flutes, three Clarinets, three Trumpets, two Horns,
and three Trombone parts

* Difficulty ranges from Grades 3 to 3.5

* Generous cross-cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Use of expanded Percussion writing

» Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing groups
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