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About the Composition

Tartan Tapestries was commissioned by Friends of the Arts for the Saint Andrew's
School Band in Boca Raton, Florida. The band program at Saint Andrew’s School is
under the direction of Andrea Wolgin. The premiere will take place on November 29,
2017.

When | was asked by their conductor Ms. Wolgin to write a piece for the Saint
Andrew’s School, | asked her what kind of involvement she wanted the students to
have in the process. We discussed several options for having the students involved in
the process of creating the type of piece they wanted. We set up a "Skype” meeting
with members of the band to discuss the piece. During this discussion, the consensus
of the students was that they wanted a piece depicting the Scottish influence to
the school. They also wanted a piece that would challenge all sections of the band,
and to include bagpipes if possible. | asked that the students be involved in helping
to name the piece once it was completed, for which they agreed and were very
helpful. Armed with this information, | set out to compose a piece for them, and
Tartan Tapestries is the result.

The piece begins with a fanfare gesture based upon rhythms and harmonies that
appear throughout the piece. | chose the lilting triple feel to the piece, to bring about
the Scottish flavor. | wanted the fanfare to be bardic sounding, to depict the strength
of the Scottish people and for the piece to have a dynamic opening. The fanfare
contains material that alludes to the main theme and with a bit of dissonance and
tension that is resolved in the main body of the piece.

The main theme is a lilting -original melody, butf one that | hope with have the
essence of Scottish folk songs. The main idea is followed by a more modal and dark
sounding secondary theme, first stated.in the horns. This material is later used in
the development section of the piece. The main theme returns several times, with
different and varied orchestrations and harmonic freatments. This.is followed by a
short transition leading fo the more lyrical and slower second section of the piece. A
tfransparent presentation of the lyrical theme, which is based on aspects of the main
theme, is presented first by a solo Flute. This section is a nod to famous composer
Malcom Arnold’s wonderful works for orchestra in'it’s style and orchestration. After
a transition or bridge section with a solo Euphonium, the piece builds to a dramatic
climax of the lyrical theme by the full band. This subsides to areturn of the solo Flute to
end this second section of the piece, followed by a fransition back the main theme.

The solo bagpipes play a central role in the return of the main theme, and take
center stage after being heard in the distance earlier in the work. The piece brings
back a shortened version of the darker secondary theme, followed by a hint of the
fanfare material that builds to one last statement of the main theme by the full band,
before leading to a dramatic coda to complete the work.

It has been my pleasure to have been given the opportunity to compose this piece
for the Saint Andrew’s School Band! | thank Andrea Wolgin for making it happen, and
| hope that you enjoy it as much as | have enjoyed bringing the piece to life.

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, Florida 2017
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Tartan Tapestries

Boca Raton, Florida, Andrea Wolgin, Conductor

Commissioned by Friends of the Arts for the Saint Andrew's School Band,
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

* Instrumentation uses two Flutes, three Clarinets, three Trumpets, two Horns,
and three Trombone parts

* Difficulty ranges from Grades 3 to 3.5

* Generous cross-cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Use of expanded Percussion writing

» Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing groups

97

‘ 81

49

9

1

11-5319-2 CPS295 Set UPC
—_ e
H m CARL FISCHERe Shoas — 3t ”“ m“ H
www.carlfischer.com CPS225P — Parts
0160 1l 91069 IMll4






