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About the Composition
I wrote this piece for my friend Ralph Meyer and the members of the Western Reserve 
Community Band, who are always there for me when I need a group to read or 
record one of my compositions . I would also like to thank Larry Clark for helping this 
march come to life . There are a lot of sudden dynamic changes in this piece . It is 
crucial that there is dynamic contrast, so the piece can be performed effectively . 
There are also several instances with contrast in articulation styles . Make sure your 
group is playing short notes different than the legato passages . At m . 87 during the 
second time through, I have made the tempo jump to 152 . Feel free to take it faster 
if your group is capable of it .

About the Composer
John M . Pasternak has been an active musician since 2003 when he began founding 
and directing several community groups . In Fall of 2005, John attended Kent State 
University (KSU) where he pursued a Bachelor of Music Education degree . While a 
student, John served as President of the Kent State Ohio Collegiate Music Education 
Association (OCMEA) Chapter, was Staff Arranger for the Kent State Marching 
Golden Flashes and wrote scores for two Kent State Independent Films . He also 
worked composed and conducted works for the KSU Ensembles . In 2008, John was 
elected as a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers 
(ASCAP) . 

After graduating from Kent State University, John began his teaching career in 
January 2013 and has taught Band, Choir and General Music to students of all ages . 
John also has been a guest clinician at the Middle School High School and College 
level for both his concert work and teaching experience . He is also currently an 
active member of the Ohio Music Education Association (OMEA) .

While teaching full time, John is also a composer with works published by RWS Music 
Company, Carl Fischer and Bandworks Publications . John is also writing his first book 
“Teaching Composition in the Classroom: A Guide for New Composers .”
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Allegro q = 132

Allegro q = 132

Full Score

The Western Reserve March

For The Western Reserve Community Band, Hudson, OH, Ralph Meyer, director
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