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About the Composition
I wrote Red Hills Saga for the Montford Middle School Symphonic Band, Tallahassee 
FL, Holly Dunaway, Director. They gave the premiere performance at their spring 
concert on May 12, 2016.

The Red Hills Region—also known as the Tallahassee Hills—extends northward from 
Tallahassee, Florida, across the Georgia line into Thomasville, covering about 475 
square miles between the Ochlocknee and Aucilla rivers. The area is rich in cultural 
history and scenic beauty. The “saga” in the title is a fictional adventure that takes 
place in my own imagination. It’s a little bit different every time. I hope this piece 
sparks your creative impulses in the same way!

One of the melodic motifs in the middle “pavane” section is a nod to my middle 
school band director, Hamilton “Hamp” Hollins Jr., very subtly echoing a piece our 
8th grade band enjoyed playing. (I will leave it to my bandmates to puzzle out the 
musical figure in question, and its source.) Mr. Hollins made music fun for all of us, 
and he encouraged my earliest interest and efforts as an arranger. In fact, the first 
time I ever had a band arrangement performed publicly (a couple of years after I 
graduated high school), it was under his baton. I was lucky to have Hamilton Hollins 
shape my earliest band experiences—he is a big part of my musical soul. Red Hills 
Saga is fondly dedicated to his memory.

I hope your band enjoys working on this piece—I’d love to hear your feedback!

Bob Thurston
www.bobthurston.com
soundcloud.com/itsonlybob
www.facebook.com/RobertThurstonMusic/

About the Composer
Robert Thurston (b. 1959) served for 20 years on the arranging staff of The United States 
Air Force Band in Washington DC, and was the Band’s chief arranger-composer from 
2007 until his retirement in 2014. In that capacity he wrote for the Air Force Concert 
Band and Orchestra, the Singing Sergeants chorus, the Airmen of Note big band, the 
Air Force Strings, the Ceremonial Brass, and numerous chamber groups.

Thurston conducts the Prince William Community Band in Manassas, Virginia. He has 
composed and arranged music professionally since 1980 for military, professional, 
college, community, high-school and middle-school bands throughout the United 
States. Before his military service, Thurston taught instrumental music for five years in 
Orlando, Florida, and Columbus, Ohio. He earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in music education from Florida State University, where he studied arranging and 
composition with Charles Carter. Thurston was inducted in 2014 to the FSU Bands 
Wall of Fame. He is a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers (ASCAP).
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Red Hills Saga

for the Montford Middle School Symphonic Band: Tallahassee, FL: Holly Dunaway, director

In memory of my middle school band director, Hamilton Hollins Jr. (1932-2012)

ROBERT THURSTON
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