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About the Composition
Shout for Joy, All the Earth!  is a fantasia on my choral work of the same name. This 
work celebrates being alive and captures moments of intense joy and relaxed 
contemplation. The overall mood of this piece emphasizes the feeling that when we 
are overcome by joy we feel as if all of nature is celebrating with us.

The work is bold throughout, featuring a fanfare theme in C major that culminates with 
a climactic arrival in A≤. At the center of the piece is a lyrical contemplative section 
that then builds to the finish. This lyrical section should be free and allow the rhythmic 
drive of the piece to relax. It is important to not allow the opening statements of the 
piece to overshadow the ending, so carefully control the dynamics and tempos so 
that the re-emergence of the fanfares at m. 154 can build slowly to a level beyond 
where it is in the first section to end with a rousing climax.

I enjoyed writing this piece and hope your students will enjoy playing these 
contrasting styles and that you will find the piece beneficial in teaching important 
musical concepts.

—Peter Terry
Bluffton, Ohio 2016

About the Composer
Peter Terry (b. 1957) is an award winning composer, teacher and performer. He 
holds degrees from the University of Michigan, Bowling Green State University, and 
the University of Texas at Austin. His music has been performed at concerts, clinics 
and conferences throughout the world. As a composer he has been sought out 
for commissions by numerous chamber groups, concert bands and orchestras, 
and is comfortable with every level of ensemble from beginner to middle school, 
high school and advanced ensembles. His music is colorful, dramatic and shows 
the influences of American popular music, world music and American classical 
composers such as Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland and Samuel Barber. He is 
particularly proud of the emphasis on playability and melodic interest found in all 
of the instruments in his music.

Peter has taught music at the middle school, high school and university level. He has 
been on the theory/composition faculty of the Interlochen Arts Camp since 1991, 
and presently teaches at Bluffton University in Ohio where he resides with his wife 
Lucia and three needy cats. More information about Peter and his music can be 
found on his website: www.peterterrycomposer.com
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