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About the Composition

The Polar Vortex is the mass of extremely cold air situated over each of the earth’s
poles. Occasionally the vortex slips away from the polar region bringing unusually
cold air fo areas away from the pole. Polar Vortex is a depiction of a winter storm
inspired by the poem by Ralph Waldo Emerson, "The Snow-Storm.”

Announced by all the frumpets of the sky,
Arrives the snow, and, driving o'er the fields,
Seems nowhere to alight: the whited air

Hides hills.and woods, the river, and the heaven,
And veils the farm-house at the garden's end.
The sled and traveler stopped, the courier's feet
Delayed, all friends shut out, the housemates sit
Around the radiant fireplace, enclosed

In‘a tumultuous privacy of storm.

About the Composer

Gene Milford, a native of Canton, Ohio, is a Senior Lecturer in Music Education at The
University of Akron, and has also served on the faculty of Kent State University and
Hiram College. He holds degrees from Kent State University including a Masters of Arts
in Music History and a Ph.D in Music Education.

Aninstrumental music educator with 30 years of experience, his ensembles consistently
received superior ratings at adjudicated events and performed at state and national
professional conferences. Dr. Milford has served as guest conductor, clinician, and
adjudicator and presented clinic sessions at regional and national conferences. His
articles on music education have appeared in Triad, The Instrumentalist, Dialogues in
Instrumental Music Education, and Contributions to Music Education.

As a composer and arranger Dr. Milford has received -numerous .commissions,
grants and awards and has works for band, orchestra, choir and ensembiles in the
catalogues of eight publishers. His professional affiliations include the Ohio Music
Education Association, where he has served as a district president and on numerous
committees at both the district and state level: ASBDA, having served as state chair,
NBA, Phi Beta Mu, Phi Kappa Lambda, and ASCAP. He was the 2006 inductee to the
Ohio Band Directors Hall of Fame.
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