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About the Composition

For Sean Miller

This setting of Amazing Grace is dedicated to Sean Miller and his family. Sean, a
successful band director and emerging composer passed away January 7th, 2015
leaving behind a wife and two children. Sean is a constant reminder of goodness and
inspiration, and it is my hope that this setting will bring a little more of that goodness
into this world. All royalties made from this piece will go to Sean’s two children and
his wife Sherri.

Program Notes

Amazing Grace has become synonymous with both celebrations of life and of death.
[t'has been sung at births and at funerals, both in joy and sorrow. This setting is meant
to celebrate the life of a fellow musician and composer, a husband, and a father.
Sean Miller was an-accomplished French Horn player, so it seemed only fitting to
begin and end the melody with a Horn Solo. The markings “Freely, expressively” are
to be taken very literal and are great opportunities to really bring out some musical
movement in these non-traditional sections of the song. Other sections, like m. 42 that
utilize the tutti brass on bell tones are moments of contrast and tension that will be
great “teachable moment” for students as they progress to the climax of the piece.

About the Composer

Tyler Arcari (b. 1989) is an emerging composer of music for bands and orchestras. He
received his Bachelors and Master’s Degrees from Troy University where he studied
with famed composer Ralph Ford, Robert Grice and David Samuel. During his fenure
at Troy University, Mr. Arcari wrote music for various ensembles on campus as well
as music for District Honor Bands and the Alabama All-State Festival. Besides his
responsibilities as a composer, Tyler has taught Orchestration and Arranging at the
collegiate level, high school music and middle school music. He currently serves as
the Band Director at Russell County High School in Seale, AL.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

* Instrumentation uses two Flutes, three Clarinets, three Trumpets, two Horns,
and three Trombone parts

* Difficulty ranges from Grades 3 to 3.5

* Generous cross-cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Use of expanded Percussion writing

» Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing groups
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