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About the Composition
The piece opens with the misty lake-shore dawn, evoking memories of the “Lost 
Nation,” the Erie nation which made the lake shore their home. The music evokes 
a slow dance honoring the new day. A lively dance follows a celebration or the 
dancing waters of the great lake.

The Erie, or “Cat people,” were a Native-American people historically living on the 
south shore of Lake Erie. In the sixteenth  century their villages were burned and 
peoples destroyed by the Iroquois as punishment for aiding the Huron, the traditional 
enemy of the Iroquois.

Note: The maracas rolls should be played with a swirling motion holding the handles 
with the ball down.

The piece was commissioned by the Madison, Ohio Band Patrons and the Perry Band 
Boosters, Lake County, Ohio, for the Perry High School Band and the Madison High 
School Band.

About the Composer
Gene Milford, a native of Canton, Ohio, is a Senior Lecturer in Music Education at The 
University of Akron, and has also served on the faculty of Kent State University and 
Hiram College. He holds degrees from Kent State University including a Masters of Arts 
in Music History and a Ph.D in Music Education.

An instrumental music educator with 30 years of experience, his ensembles consistently 
received superior ratings at adjudicated events and performed at state and national 
professional conferences. Dr. Milford has served as guest conductor, clinician, and 
adjudicator and presented clinic sessions at regional and national conferences. His 
articles on music education have appeared in Triad, The Instrumentalist, Dialogues in 
Instrumental Music Education, and Contributions to Music Education.

As a composer and arranger Dr. Milford has received numerous commissions, 
grants and awards and has works for band, orchestra, choir and ensembles in the 
catalogues of eight publishers. His professional affiliations include the Ohio Music 
Education Association, where he has served as a district president and on numerous 
committees at both the district and state level: ASBDA, having served as state chair, 
NBA, Phi Beta Mu, Phi Kappa Lambda, and ASCAP. He was the 2006 inductee to the 
Ohio Band Directors Hall of Fame.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
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Concert Band
• Instrumentation uses two Flutes, three Clarinets, three Trumpets, two Horns, 

and three Trombone parts
• Difficulty ranges from Grades 3 to 3.5
• Generous cross-cueing of exposed or solo parts
• Use of expanded Percussion writing
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing groups
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