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About the Composition
Aberystwyth (pronounced a-béris-twith) is a hymn tune composed by Welsh 
composer, Joseph Parry (1841–1903). The tune takes its name from a small town on 
the west coast of Wales where Parry lived at the time he composed it. Many consider 
Aberystwyth to be the greatest English hymn ever written.

Aberystwyth Variants opens with a rousing introduction based on motives from the 
hymn tune. The first variation (Andante) presents the tune contrapuntally and in 
its original minor mode. The second variation (Poco più mosso) explores the major 
mode; introduced by a woodwind quartet, this melodious variation contrasts the 
woodwind and brass choirs. An aggressive march variation presents the tune in 
canon and in compound meter. The percussion section takes the lead in the fourth 
variation (m. 74). Contrasting timbres, fragmented phrases, mixed meters, bitonality, 
and shifting tonal centers give this variation a developmental instability. The final 
variation (Sostenuto) begins with a broad statement of the tune in the major mode 
by the brass and low reeds, breaks into a lively march with a low brass counter 
melody (m. 115), and reaches a climactic, tutti passage (Maestoso). The introduction 
material is restated (Con spirito) and expanded with a brief coda that brings the 
composition to a spirited close.

This composition is dedicated to Paul D. Freeman, friend and master music educator 
(Lexington, North Carolina).

About the Composer
Dr. William Harbinson is a Professor of Music Theory at Appalachian State University. 
He has received eight Editor’s Choice Awards (Pepper Music Catalog) that identify 
“the very best of the new music available.” His works for band appear on the 
contest/festival literature lists of several states. His symphonic work Kallalanta won the 
Merle J. Isaac Senior Composition Competition in 2007. His concert band work All the 
Starry Band was awarded the 2006 Hinda Honigman Cup from the North Carolina 
Federation of Music Clubs, and his symphonic orchestra work Lake Dance received 
the same award in 2011. His composition for brass and percussion The Maestro’s 
Flourish won the Dallas Wind Symphony Fanfare Competition in 2005. He received the 
100 Scholars Award from Appalachian State University (2008) signifying his sustained 
record of creative activity. He received a UNC Board of Governors Excellence in 
Teaching College Award in 2014. Phi Mu Alpha presented him with the Orpheus 
Award (2009) for his significant and lasting contributions to music in America.
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œ# œ œ œ œn œ œ
∑

˙ ˙
˙ ˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

wwæ

w

∑

26

wæ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ ˙

œ œ# ˙
Ó œ œ œ œ

˙ ˙

˙ ˙

Ó œ œ œ œ
Ó œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

Ó œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

wwæ

∑

∑

27

wæ

P

P

P

a2

P

a2

œ Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ

œ
Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

.˙ œ

∑

∑

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œœ
Œ Ó

∑

∑

28

œ Œ Ó

P

P

P

P

π

28

28
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&

&

&
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?

&
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&

&

&

&

?

?

?

&
?



bb

bb

#

bb

#

#

b

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

Fl.

Ob.

1

2
3

A. Cl.
in Eb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax.
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

1

2
3

1
2

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2
Perc.

Tpt.
in Bb

Hn.
in F

Cl.
in Bb

1
2

1
2

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
∑

∑

œ œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

œ œ œ ˙œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ ˙œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
∑

∑
∑

29

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ# œ œ

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ

œ œ# œ œ

.˙ œ

∑

∑

œœ œœ# œœ œœ

œœ œœ# œœ œœ

.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ
∑

∑
∑

30

∑

cresc.

Ó œ œn œ# œ

Ó œ œn œ# œ

Ó œ œ# œ# œ

Ó œ œ# œ# œ

œ œ œ œn œ#
∑

∑

œ œ œ# œ œ œ# œœ œ œ# ˙

œ œ œ œn œ#
œ œ œ# ˙

∑

∑

œ œ œ# ˙œ œ œ œn œ#
œ œ œ# ˙œ œ œ œn œ#

œ œ œn ˙

œ œ ˙
∑

∑
∑

31

∑

F

F

F

F

œ œ œN œ

œ œ œN œ

œ œ œN œ

œN œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œN

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œN œœ œ œ œN œ œ

œ œ œ œ œN
œN œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œN œ œœ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑
∑

32

∑

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

a2

f

f

f

f

f

a2

œ œ U̇ "

œ œ U̇ "

œ œ U̇ "

œ œ œ ˙
U "œ ˙ œ#U

œ ˙ œ#
U "

œ œ œ ˙
U "

œ œ œ ˙
U "

œ œ ˙ "œ œ œ ˙
U

œ ˙ œ#
U "

œ œ œ ˙
U "

œ ˙ œ#
U "

œ œœ œ œ ˙̇
U "

œ œ ˙
U "

œ œ œ
U̇

"œ ˙ œ#U

œ ˙ œ#U "

œ œ œ ˙
U "

∑U "

Ó Œ ‰ .U "œ œ
∑U "

33

∑U "

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

π

rit.

rit.

P
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&

&

&

&

&

?

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

&
?



bb

bb

#

bb

#

#

b

bb

bb

bb

bb
bb

Fl.

Ob.

1

2
3

A. Cl.
in Eb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax.
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

1

2
3

1
2

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2
Perc.

Tpt.
in Bb

Hn.
in F

Cl.
in Bb

1
2

1
2

œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

w
w

œ œ ˙
œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œw

w

œ œ ˙

∑

∑

w

∑

œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙
∑

w
∑

34

. Œ

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

Tri.

P

a tempo

a tempo

p

a2

-̇ -̇

∑

-̇ -̇

.-̇ œ-

.-̇ œ-

w

w

˙
-
˙
-

.-̇ œ-

.-̇ œ-
w

∑

∑

.-̇ œ-

∑

w

w
∑

Ó Œ ‰ . œ œ
∑

35

∑

w-
∑

w-

w-
w-

w-
w-

w-

w-
w

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ

˙̇ ˙̇

ww

w

w
∑

w
∑

36

. Œ

p

p

p

p

p

a2

2.

(G to Gb)

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

w

w

ww

ww

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
∑
∑
∑

37

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

w

w

œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

w

∑

∑

œ œ ˙w

ww

w

w
∑
∑
∑

38

∑

.œ Jœ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

˙ œ œ

w

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œw

w

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
∑
∑

39

wæ

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Sus. Cym.

p

P
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&

&

&

&

&
?

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

&
?




bb

bb

#

bb

#

#

b

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

Fl.

Ob.

1

2
3

A. Cl.
in Eb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax.
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

1

2
3

1
2

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in Bb

Hn.
in F

Cl.
in Bb

1
2

1
2

œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ Ó

˙ ˙

˙ ˙

w

œ œ œ œ
w

ww

w
w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

.˙ Œ

∑

40

œ Œ Ó

p
1 player

p

p

p

p

1 player

1 player

p
1 player

p

p

p

p

40

40

Poco piu mosso  Œ = 72

Poco piu mosso  Œ = 72

p

œ œ ˙

∑

œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙
∑

œ œ œ œ
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

41

∑

œ œ œ œ

∑

˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

42

∑

œ œ œ ˙

∑

œ œ ˙

.˙ œ
∑

œ œ œ œ œ#

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

43

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

˙ ˙

˙ ˙
∑

œ œN œ œ
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

44

∑
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&
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


bb

bb

#

bb

#

#

b

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

Fl.

Ob.

1

2
3

A. Cl.
in Eb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax.
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

1

2
3

1
2

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in Bb

Hn.
in F

Cl.
in Bb

1
2

1
2

œ œ ˙

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

45

∑

œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

46

∑

œ œ ˙

∑

œ œ œ ˙

˙ ˙
∑

œ œ ˙
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

47

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œœb - œœb - œœ- œœ-
œœb- œœb - œœ- œœ-

.˙b - œ-

œb - œb - œ- œb œ
∑

œb œb ˙

∑

48

∑

F

F

F

F

48

48

F

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œb
- œ œ œ

- Œœb œ œ œn
œb - œ œ œ- Œœb œ œ œn

œb - œ- -̇

œ- œ- œb - œ-
∑

˙b ˙

∑

49

∑
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&

&

&

&
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


bb

bb

#

bb

#

#

b

bb

bb

bb

bb
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Fl.

Ob.

1

2
3

A. Cl.
in Eb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax.
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

1

2
3

1
2

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in Bb

Hn.
in F

Cl.
in Bb

1
2

1
2

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ- œb - -̇
∑

∑

œb
-
œ
- œ

-
œ
-

œ œ œ œa

œ- œb - -̇
œ- œ- œ- œ-

œb - œ- œ- œ-

œb - œ- œ- œ-
œœb - œ- œœ- œœn -
œœb - œ- œœ- œœn -

œ- œb - -̇

œ- œN- œ- œ-
∑

∑

∑

50

∑

F

F

F

F

F

F

2.

Ó œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œ œ œ

œ- œ# - -̇

œ- œ- œ- œ-
Ó œ œ œ œ

œb
-
œ
-
˙
-

œn œ œ œ#

œ- œ# - -̇
œb - œ-

-̇

œ- œb - œ -̇

œb - œ- œb œn
œb- œ- -̇œb œ œ œn

œb- œ- -̇œb œ œ œn

œ- œn - -̇

œb - œ- -̇
∑

∑

∑

51

∑

F

F

F

F

F

F

(Plastic)Bells

a2

a2

a2

a2

Cr. Cyms.

œ> œ> œb> œ>

œ> œ> œb> œ>

œ> œ> œb> œ>

œœb> œœ> œœ> œœ>

œ> œ> œn> œ>
œb > œ> >̇œb> œ> œ> œ>

œœb> œœ> œœ> œœ>
œ> œ> œb> œ>

œb> œ> œ> œ> œb> œ>

œ> œ> œb> œ>
œœb> œœ> œœ> œœ>
œœb> œœ> œœb> œœ>
œœb> œœ> œœb> œœ>

œb> œ> œ> œ> œb> œ>

œb> œ> œ> œ> œb> œ>œ œ œb œ

œb> œ>
˙b>

.X Œ

52

∑

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f
(Gb to G)

f

rall.

rall.

f

f

œb> œ> >̇ "

œb> œ> >̇ "

œb> œ> >̇ "

œœb> œœ> ˙̇> "

œn> œb> >̇
"

œ> œb> >̇
"

œ> œ> >̇ "

œœb > œœ> ˙̇>
"

œb> œb> >̇
"

œ>
œb> >̇ "

œb> œ> >̇
"

œœb> œœ> ˙̇n>
"

œœb> œœb> ˙̇n>
"

œœb > œœb> ˙̇n> "

œ>
œb> >̇ "

œ>
œb> >̇

"

œb œ ˙ " ?

∑

∑

53

∑

œ œ œ œb œ œ

∑

w

ww
∑

w
w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

ww
.˙ Œ

∑

54

. Œ

P
Solo

p

p

p

p

π

Mar.

p
(Db to D)

P
Tri.
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?
?

?

?




bb

bb

#

bb
#

#

b

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

812

Fl.

Ob.

1

2
3

A. Cl.
in Eb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax.
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

1

2
3

1
2

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.

1

2

Perc.

Tpt.
in Bb

Hn.
in F

Cl.
in Bb

1
2

1
2

˙b - -̇

∑

w

ww
∑

w

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
∑

ww
æ
∑

∑

55

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

jœ
‰ ‰ Œ . jœ

‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœœ
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb  ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœ
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .
jœœbb 
‰ ‰ Œ . jœœ

‰ ‰ Œ .

jœœb  ‰ ‰ Œ
. jœœ ‰ ‰ Œ

.

Jœœ
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .
jœ
‰ ‰ Œ . jœ

‰ ‰ Œ .

J
œœ ‰ ‰ Œ . Ó . &

jœ
‰ ‰ Œ . jœ

‰ ‰ Œ .
jœ .œ Œ . jœ .œ Œ ..œ .œ

56

∑

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f
f

f
f

56

56

March  Œ. = 112

March  Œ. = 112

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

jœ
‰ ‰ Œ . jœ

‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœœ
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb  ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœ
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .
jœœbb 
‰ ‰ Œ . jœœ

‰ ‰ Œ .

jœœb  ‰ ‰ Œ
. jœœ ‰ ‰ Œ

.

Jœœ
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb
 ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ

 ‰ ‰ Œ .
jœ
‰ ‰ Œ . jœ

‰ ‰ Œ .

∑

jœ
‰ ‰ Œ . jœ

‰ ‰ Œ .
jœ .œ Œ . jœ .œ Œ ..œ .œ

57

∑

Ó . .œ œ Jœn

Ó . .œ œ Jœn

Ó . .œ œ Jœ#

∑

∑

jœ
‰ ‰ Œ . jœ

‰ ‰ Œ .

jœ ‰ ‰ Œ . jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœœ ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœb ‰ ‰ Œ . Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

∑

∑

.œ œ jœ œ jœ .œN

.œ œ Jœ œ Jœ .œ

∑
jœ ‰ ‰ Œ . jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Ó . .œ œ Jœn

jœ ‰ ‰ Œ . jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

œ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ. .X

58

∑

F

F

a2

p

F

p

p

p

p

F

F

p
Xyl. (Hard Rubber)

p

p

P

a2

a2

œ Jœ .œ .œ .œn

œ Jœ .œ .œ .œn
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band
• Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and 2 

Trombone parts
• Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still 

carefully considered
• Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts
• Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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