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About the Composition

An archrival is an opponent whose relentless and long-term opposition to your
own goals creates a dramatic and legendary competition that heightens the
accomplishments of both parties. Every story needs a rivalry of this nature. Archrival
is a dramatic piece for band that positions opposite materials against each other
throughout the work. The opening starts soft, sustained and mysterious, but builds
quickly to an extended fast section with an underlying sustained fanfare that is
punctuated with faster rhythmic material. Froom mm. 51-66 this rhythmic material is
developed with emerging lyrical melodic material. This section is further developed
from mm. 99-110. Between and surrounding these two sections is the fanfare material
with the music from the first section at mm. 13 and 31 fighting for dominance. The
continuous intertwining and development of the fanfare theme and rhythmic
themes generate a rich texture that culminates at m. 128 with the suggestion that
the fanfare theme has won the day. Or has it simply paused to celebrate the rivalry
before plunging back into the competition at m. 136 as the two ideas continue to
strive against each other until the end?

| enjoyed writing this piece and hope your students will enjoy playing these
contrasting styles and that you will find the piece beneficial in teaching important
musical concepts.

—Peter Terry
Bluffton, Ohio 2015

About the Composer

Peter Terry (b. 1957) is an award-winning composer, tfeacher and performer. He
holds degrees from the University of Michigan, Bowling Green State University, and
the University of Texas at Austin. His music has bbeen performed at .concerts, clinics
and conferences throughout the world. As a‘composer he has been sought out for
commissions by numerous chamber groups, concert bands and orchestras, and-is
comfortable with every level of ensemble from beginner to middle school, high'school
and advanced ensembles. His music is colorful, dramatic and shows the influences
of American popular music, world music and American classical composers such
as Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland and Samuel Barber. He is‘particularly proud of
the emphasis on playability and melodic interest found in all of the instruments in his
music.

Peter has taught music at the middle school, high school and university level. He has
been on the theory/composition faculty of the Interlochen Arts Camp since 1991,
and presently teaches at Blufffon University in Ohio, where he resides with his wife
Lucia and three needy cats. More information about Peter and his music can be
found on his website www.peterterrycomposer.com.
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