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About the Composition

American Emblem is a work for concert band that characterizes the American spirit.
After its majestic and fanfare-like infroduction initiated by the percussion, the piece
moves into a bright Allegro section that features a frumpet solo followed by a tfrumpet
duet. After just a hint of Yankee Doodle, the horns announce the beginning of the
slower middle section, which begins as a woodwind chorale. This stately theme then
modulates from Bb major to Eb major, adding the brass with the theme and interesting
obbligato lines in the upper woodwinds. As this section concludes, it moves once
again into the opening majestic theme, marked by the percussion, and returns to Bb
major. The piece finishes with a spirited Allegro, drawing upon fragments of themes
found throughout the piece.

American Emblem demands the attention of both performer and listener alike. Its
many musical styles and interesting examples of orchestration make it the perfect
piece for concert and festival use.

About the Composer

Bill Calhoun received his Master of Music degree from Mansfield State University (PA)
and his Bachelor of Music Education and Applied Music degree from Ithaca College
(NY). Having been a public school music educator for over 30 years, he was most
recently Director of Bands and Department Chair - at DeWitt Middle School in the
lthaca City School District where he was also the district-wide Curriculum Chair for
Instrumental Music. Bill retired from public school teaching July 1, 2010.

Currently a member of BMI and NAfME (formerly MENC), Bill has written countless
band, brass and percussion arrangements/composifions for groups both concert
and marching throughout the United States, Japan, Canada and England. He has
music for string orchestra as well as concert band published with Carl Fischer Music,
and has also published with Warner Bros. Publications and Ethos Publications. His
music has been performed at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois and numerous
All-County festivals. The Osaka Municipal Symphonic Band of Osaka, Japan ‘also
featured one of his pieces on a CD of contemporary wind band music.
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