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About the Composition
Flight is composed in three distinct sections: “Misty Morning,” “Fond Memories,” 
and “Flight!” “Misty Morning” evokes an early morning arrival at the airport, and 
the quiet feeling one might have in anticipation of taking off on a private plane. 
“Fond Memories” musically represents the recollection of past vacations and visits 
to far off lands. “Flight!,” complete with takeoff, brings the soaring exhilaration of 
the flight itself.

While the three sections vary, there are many common links between them. The 
opening notes in the flute establish a three-note motive that appears throughout 
the rest of the work. The lyrical melody that is the primary focus of the second 
section is derived from the harmonic suggestions of the first. The third section takes 
the three-note motive from the first and uses it to accomplish takeoff, leading to 
the most exciting and rhythmic percussion portion of the work, with the suggestions 
of whirling propellers and roaring engines.

About the Composer
Gregory B. Rudgers graduated from the famed Ithaca College School of Music and 
was a successful public school music teacher for many years. His time teaching 
band included work at all levels from beginning band to advanced high school 
wind ensembles, which were invited to perform at several state conferences. In a 
nationwide search, he was awarded a fellowship at Northwestern University due to 
his accomplishments in teaching, as well his published articles in the Instrumentalist, 
The Music Educator’s Journal, and several state music education journals. He also 
had begun a successful career as a composer. Upon his retirement from public 
school teaching, he was recognized with the Outstanding Band Director Award by 
the New York State Band Director’s Association. He then took a position at his alma 
mater where he is currently guiding young teachers through their student teaching 
experience. He continues to write articles for music magazines and is the author of 
critical reviews of major band works. His published works for band now total over 
twenty-five with several works selected for state contest lists.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band
• Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and 2 

Trombone parts
• Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still 

carefully considered
• Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts
• Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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