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About the Composition

My home country, Japan, inaugurates the season of the blooming cherry tfree with
ceremonies of welcome and commencement. | wanted to compose a piece
that captures the wondrous feeling of these ceremonies; a piece that could proj-
ect sentiments of elation or of hopes for a brightening future.

The beginning of the piece through m. 28 should be played with much expression.
Inner melodies are also important. A lighter atmosphere is introduced in m. 29.
The staccato figures in this passage should be light, and sixteenth notes should be
played with détaché bowing. The music expands from m. 45 and features longer
phrases. The opening section is recapitulated at m. 55. In m. 75 the harmonic pat-
ferns become more dramatic, only to return to calmness of the opening.

['hope the players could feel the full of vitality, hope and dream in this music. And
| would be very happy if | could see their smiles during the performance and at
the end.

About the Composer

Composer/pianist Yukiko Nishimura was born in Japan. She graduated from Tokyo
National University of Artsin 1990. In 1991, she began private study with Dr. Alfred
Reed at the University of Miami and in 1993 she continued her studies with Dr.
Richard Danielpour at the Manhattan School of Music. She also studied piano with
Ivan Davis and Dr. Sara Davis Buechner. Among her honors are special mention
at the 15" and 26" International Competition for Original Composition for band
in Corciano, Italy and the 6™ Aoyama Award. Since 1996, she has given concerts
consisting entirely of her own music in Japan. She gave a solo piano recital at the
New York Public Library, Donnell Library Center in 2003. In 2005, the commissioned
work for the first silent film in the United States Edison’s 1910 Frankenstein for string
quartet was premiered at Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania by the Covington
String Quartet. The music for the silent film The Water Magyician directed by Keniji
Mizoguchi in 1933 was premiered in 2007. In 2010, a theatrical work Fantasy of
Kenjilbbased on stories by Kenji Miyazawa was premiered. In 2014, she collaborated
with Noh play (Japanese traditional theater) as a composer and a pianist.

Ms. Nishimura has received numerous commissions and has composed for piano,
marimba, percussion and chamber ensembles as well as music for band, string
instruments and orchestra. She has also been active as a pianist and an arranger.
For more information please visit her welbsite at http://yukikonishimura.com.
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