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Program Notes

Start Your Engines is an exciting concert selection for young band that features the
percussion section (with opportunities for doubling parts if needed). The band “revs up”
right from the beginning as the opposing eighth notes in the drums evoke a race car
engine at the starting line. As the piece continues, the winds have opportunities to shine
in comfortable ranges with reasonable technical demands.

The use of the phrase “Gentlemen, Start Your Engines” became a tradition of the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway in the early 1950s. The “Greatest Race Course in the world”
has celebrated over 100 years of competition in motorsports.

Note to the Conductor

Measures 37-40 require staggered and independent entrances. This is especially the
case for the flute, clarinet and trumpet sections. Students should be challenged to
enter confidently while performing at a softer dynamic so as to allow for an effective
crescendo leading into m. 45.

For some younger students, the use of repeat signs and phrases like “2nd time only” may
not be familiar. This piece presents an excellent opportunity to become familiar with this
common device.

About the Composer

Peter Sciaino (b.1975) is a passionate music educator and composer of spirited band
and orchestra music for all levels. He is published with Excelcia Music Publishing,
C.L. Barnhouse Company, Carl Fischer Music, Wingert-Jones Publications and
C. Alan Publications.

Peter holds a B.M. from Syracuse University in Music Education and an M.A. from New
York University in Music Composition. An instrumental music teacher at Whippany Park
High School, New Jersey for over twenty years, he directs both the concert band and jazz
ensemble while co-directing the marching band and teaching AP Music Theory.

Peter writes and arranges music for marching bands and jazz ensembles in addition
to his work with symphonic groups. He also serves as a clinician and guest conductor
and accepts commissions for original work. His professional affiliations include ASCAP,
NAfME, and NJMEA. Peter resides in New Jersey with his wife, Beth, and two children,
Phoebe and David.
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Carl Fischer Music for Concert band has six performance levels to provide highly focused
repertoire for each band. Every level hasbeen carefully designed and graded, within specific
guidelines, so that each piece within a grade will be appropriate for the development of
bands of that level.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic,
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Beginning Band - Grade 1

* Instrumentation uses one part for every instrument

+ Limited ranges, rhythms, and independence of parts

+ Active percussion scoring

* Bass line covered by any low brass or low woodwind instrument
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