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Program Notes

Elephant is, of course, inspired by the incredible mammals of the same name. Their
column-like legs, long trunks, and massive presence will never cease to amaze;
however, it's their trumpeting that makes them stand out as the instrumentalists of the
animal kingdom! In this selection, an elephant’s slow gate and general demeanor are
represented by a methodical tempo and lumbering texture. Woodwinds will enjoy the
opportunity to perform grace notes while Elephant also offers exposure to flams for
young percussionists.

At m. 33 the trumpets and horns recreate an elephant call after slipping brown paper
bags, or “lunch-bag mutes,” over their bells (in their bells for horn players). For the
trumpet players, the mutes can be enhanced with an additional balled-up piece of paper
placed at the bottom of the bag prior to slipping it over the bell. Horns should ball up
the bag itself and experiment with placement to create the most realistic tones without
stopping the instrument. While specific pitches are noted, making the best elephant
sounds should prioritized. Young students always look forward to experimenting with
mutes, and this selection offers an inexpensive and creative way to do so at a young age.

Note to the - Conductor

This piece can be used tointroduce or reinforce the finer points of staccato playing. While
many students know to play these notes short in length, they may need reminding that
they should also be played lightly. This also may allow for opportunities in emphasizing
contrasting articulation styles that are in this piece.

Younger students will likely need a reasonable amount of practice in successfully using
the “lunch-bag mutes.” Allowing additional rehearsal time for this is recommended.

About the Composer

Peter Sciaino (b.1975) is a passionate music educator and composer of spirited band
and orchestra music for all levels. He is published with Excelcia Music Publishing,
C.L. Barnhouse Company, Carl Fischer Music, Wingert-Jones Publications and C. Alan
Publications.

Peter holds a B.M. from Syracuse University in Music Education and an M.A. from New
York University in Music Composition. An instrumental music teacher at Whippany Park
High School, New Jersey for over twenty years, he directs both the concert band and jazz
ensemble while co-directing the marching band and teaching AP Music Theory.

Peter writes and arranges music for marching bands and jazz ensembles in addition
to his work with symphonic groups. He also serves as a clinician and guest conductor
and accepts commissions for original work. His professional affiliations include ASCAP,
NAfME, and NJMEA. Peter resides in New Jersey with his wife, Beth, and two children,
Phoebe and David.
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