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About the Composition
I wrote Aurora Eclipsed while looking outside at 2017’s solar eclipse. I find space and 
celestial bodies so fascinating. To think of how small we are compared to the scale 
of even just the moon is impressive.

During a solar eclipse, a beautiful and fascinating aurora sometimes forms around 
the moon creating an eerie outline. This “ring of fire” is actually the sun’s outer edges 
being revealed for the human eye.

About the work
Unlike most of my young-band pieces, Aurora Eclipsed begins at its peak tempo. The 
rhythmic pattern in m. 2 is repeated throughout the piece and is used in the melody 
in order to help facilitate the teaching of eighth-note patterns. The melodic pattern 
changes slightly at m. 25, while remaining just as repetitious as the previous pattern, 
giving everyone ample opportunity for exposure. At m. 25 the directions call for 
euphonium and bassoon only. This is merely a color choice and can easily be used 
with trombones to fill the need or to help strengthen your students' playing. The use of 
sfz is not used very much in this level of music, but I thought with the addition of the 
accents that it would be a great opportunity to teach this colorful effect.

About the Composer
Tyler Arcari (b. 1989) is an emerging composer of music for bands and orchestras. He 
received his Bachelors and Master’s Degrees from Troy University where he studied 
with famed composer Ralph Ford, Robert Grice and David Samuel. During his tenure 
at Troy University, Mr. Arcari wrote music for various ensembles on campus as well 
as music for District Honor Bands and the Alabama All-State Festival. Besides his 
responsibilities as a composer, Tyler has taught Orchestration and Arranging at the 
collegiate level, high school music and middle school music. He currently serves as 
the Band Director at Russell County High School in Seale, AL.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Beginning Band
• Instrumentation uses one part for every instrument
• Limited ranges, rhythms, and independence of parts
• Active percussion scoring
• Bass line covered by any low brass or low woodwind instrument
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(Finger Cymbals,
Tam-tam,
Crash Cymbals,
Tambourine)

(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum)

(Bells)

(Ab, Bb, Eb)
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Cl.
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B. Cl.
in Bb

A. Sax.
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 
in Bb

Tbn.,
Euph.,
Bsn.

Tuba

Mall.
Perc.

Timp.
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Hn. in F
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