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Note from the Composer

The lyrics for this song are the initial stanzas of The Ode in British poet Arthur
O’Shaughnessy’s 1874 book titled Music and Moonlight. It is a thought-provoking
text for musicians, poets and artists of all kinds, speaking to the unique role we
play, inspiring others through our art and being “the movers and shakers of the
world.”

Singing this poem requires singing the word “the” quite a few times! It is an
incidental word and should not be accented. Always present "the" beautifully with
a bit of “ah” space rather than the “uh” sound we tend to speak, and you will find
the tone becomes more beautiful for the whole phrase.

This is also a great piece to practice emphasizing and listening for correct syllabic
stress. For example, when singing “We are the music makers,” be sure not to sing
“music mak-ERS.” Put the emphasis on the first syllable in the word "makers" and
de-emphasize the second.

About the Composer

Dr. Mark Patterson is a nationally acclaimed composer, conductor and teacher. He
is the Director of Music at Salisbury Presbyterian Church in Midlothian, Virginia,
where he leads a comprehensive music program for adults, youth and children.
Mark received his PhD in Fine Arts-Music Education with an emphasis in Choral
Conducting from Texas Tech University and Master of Music and Bachelor of Arts
degrees from the University of Texas at Austin.

Dr. Patterson is frequently invited to conduct honor choirs and choral festivals
across the United States and is often asked to lead workshops for choral directors.
Dr. Patterson’s compositions comprise a rich variety of styles for the sanctuary
and the concert hall. Currently he has over 250 choral works in print as well as
a solo piano collection, various musicals and choral compilations, and several
volumes of vocal solos. Mark has been a consistent winner of the ASCAP Award
in Composition for over ten years.
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* Also available for solo voice (Stand with the Brave, BLB014).
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