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note from the Composer

Hymn to the Earth and the Sky is inspired by a wonderful text from the Sioux 
Nation, a Native-American people indigenous to what are now North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Montana, and parts of central Canada. They 
held sacred the land, the sky and the bodies of water which gave them life. Their 
words address the Earth, the Sky and the Spirits of the East, South, West and 
North as members of our human family, with whom we share a deeply spiritual 
relationship.

The music employs the Dorian scale, as well as open fourth and fifth intervals, to 
create a “modal” sound, suggestive of music that might have been performed in a 
Native-American tribal ritual.

SK

about the Composer

Steve Kupferschmid began his professional career as a trombonist.

He worked for many years as a choral editor at Shawnee Press before moving to 
J. W. Pepper, where he is currently employed as school choral catalog editor. His 
original choral pieces and arrangements are listed in several publisher catalogs.
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* The parts for Optional Flute or Recorder and Drum appear on pp. 11–12.
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