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Performance Notes

The text from Red is the Rose is an Irish folk song that tells the story of a young lass
who has fallen deeply in love with a boy she hopes shares the same feelings for her. Her
descriptions of their time spent together are compared to the beauty of the flowers and the
Irish countryside. Unfortunately, the lad does not share her deep affections.

Strive for a beautiful and flowing melodic line sung with tall vowels and a natural rise and
fall within the phrases. Incorporating a lilting, waltz-like feel while learning the music will
enhance the performance.

Lastly, the singer is a storyteller of this folk song about unrequited love, and the goal is
for the audience to understand and appreciate this tale. Use of clear diction with crisp
consonants; if possible, a hint of an Irish accent would be most appropriate.

About the Composer

Patti Drennan earned a Bachelor of Music Education degree at Oklahoma State University
and a Masters of Music Education degree at the University of Oklahoma. She taught choral
music for twenty-eight years in Norman Public School. In 2004, she was awarded the
coveted “Director of Distinction Award” given yearly by the Oklahoma Choral Directors
Association.

Patti retired from teaching in 2004 in order to compose and stay active as a clinician and
workshop presenter. For almost ten years she served as Music and Worship Arts Director at
First Baptist Church, Norman. Patti continues writing and arranging, leading music-reading
sessions for publishers and composer weekends for numerous churches-throughout the
United States and Canada.

Patti has over 400 choral octavos published with major publishers. Active as a clinician

for school and church workshops, she has also adjudicated choral contests in Oklahoma,
Arkansas and Kansas.
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Red is the Rose 3
for S(S)A Voices with Piano and Optional Violin*

Irish Folk Song PATTI DRENNAN
Adapted by Patti Drennan

In a Celtic, lilting style (J- =47)
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*The part for Optional Violin appears on pp. 15 and 16.
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Soprano
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Red is the Rose

for S(S)A Voices with Piano and Optional Violin

Violin

PATTI DRENNAN

Irish Folk Song

Adapted by Patti Drennan

r

=47

-

In a Celtic, lilting style J.

) &
{rs

=

5
A ~ a

[ an

eI
I_.IIL

o ™
| |
—

12
0 4

o
=

r
I

Py
E
| N — —

I
—

L]

e

<

37
() 4
A

<

£ o r

——

53

L]

Copyright © 2015 BLP Choral Music (ASCAP)
International Copyright Secured.
All rights reserved, including performance rights.
Printed in the U.S.A

BL854



.F_

<

[”)

Frer oo

- £

Violin
A

16
59
f) 4

[—

F
| I

-

 N—
—

——

| | 7 N

rit.

o
.

rit.

e .
.F_

i e o

#
#
#

fH u
73

f) #

78

f) #
9% ~

) 4—~p
102

Hu ®

Exclusively Distributed by
CARL FISCHERe

www.carlfischer.com

9

—
—

8

—— O
—— O

2405

—

6

the Voice of Choral Music
BL854

Bril.ee Music

63






