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Notes
The new Masterworks Series by Carl Fischer Music will showcase arrangements of 
twentieth-century American composers. Symphony No. 2 by Howard Hanson is one of 
the most popular American symphonies ever written, and is played regularly by major 
symphony orchestras around the world. It was originally commissioned by the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra to celebrate their 50th anniversary in 1930, where it was given its 
first performance. The work was most famously used in the end credits of the movie 
Alien in 1979. This arrangement focuses on the hauntingly beautiful second theme of 
the first movement. After being stated in the key of E≤ major, it provides a contrasting 
section before returning in the key of D≤ major. Cellos are featured prominently in tenor 
clef, and often cover the soaring horn solos from the original. Musicians will experience 
true symphonic beauty in this exquisite arrangement for strings and harp.

About the Arranger
Todd Parrish (b. 1971) has taught public school orchestras at all levels for twenty years 
in Illinois, Virginia and Florida. Under his direction, the Hickory High School Chamber 
Orchestra (Chesapeake, Virginia) was chosen to perform at the VMEA State Conference 
in Hot Springs, Virginia. In addition, the orchestra performed at many outstanding 
venues, including Atlanta Symphony Hall, the Kennedy Center in Washington DC, and 
Carnegie Hall in New York City.

He received a Bachelor of Music Education from ORU in Tulsa, Oklahoma where he 
studied violin and piano. He received a Master of Music in orchestral conducting 
from the University of Arizona in Tucson, where he studied with Jindong Cai. He has 
also studied conducting at workshops with many leading teachers in Colorado, South 
Carolina, Maine, and Aix-en-Provence, France.

In August 2013, Mr. Parrish became the orchestra editor for J.W. Pepper sheet music and 
the string editor for Wingert-Jones Publications based in Exton, PA. He arranges classical 
music for school orchestras and writes original compositions for all levels. In the Fall of 
2018, Mr. Parrish became the orchestra editor for Carl Fischer Music in New York City.
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HOWARD HANSON

Arranged by Todd Parrish

Symphony No. 2 “Romantic”
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