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Santa the Barbarian: Snowpocalypse
By Randall D. Standridge, Grade 3

Program Notes:

In 2022, | wrote a piece entitled Santa the Barbarian. It was originally infended to be a one-off, but | enjoyed the
character and the universe so much that | wrote a sequel (Santa the Barbarian and the Pirates of the North Pole). It
was suggested to me that all great epics are at least trilogies, so...here we are. This third chapter finds our fitular
anfi-hero quite upset, for you see...Spring is on the way. Santa the Barbarian, never one to accept the way things are,
decides that he wants it to be winter FOREVER. He loads up his sleigh and his 8 mighty reign-deer (Basher, Danger,
Lancer, Victim, Bomb-it, Brutis, Runner, and Blitz-Them) with all the armaments necessary to declare war on Spring (and
all other seasons, for that matter) so that his icy kingdom can reign supreme. He sets out to bring about the
SNOWPOCALYPSE! Mwa-ha-HAAAAAA! This works combines elements of a great many pieces 1o tell its tale: Spring and
Winter from The Four Seasons by Vivaldi, the chant tune Dies Irae (“Day of Wrath”), Deck the Halls, Jingle Bells, Up on
the Housetop, Oh Christmas Tree, and We Wish You a Merry Christmas (and even a hint of the Ukrainian Bell Carol).

One quick note...it would be easy for some to say | am simply writing “more of the same,” but please keep in mind that
| am an educator at heart. When | wrote the 2nd piece, | made sure that it had different educational concerns and
concepts than the first one, and that tfrend has continued here. This work is more advanced than the first two, albeit
slightly, and infroduces aleatoric elements as well as more style changes and more extreme dynamic and expressive
moments. The three works are infended to be sequential in development for the players. | hope this comes through.

Performance Notes:

- During m. 85-92 violin and viola players are invited to chant with the cello and bass players while they play.

- This piece contains several aleatoric sections that are not supposed to be played “in-time.”

-Cello glissandiin these moments (such as m.2?) should be slow, creating a nightmarish effect, and can be out of time
with one another.

-The Violin T & Piano moments at 31-32 and other like measures should be out of time with each other, short and fast,
but played in the rhythm shown so that it is recognizable as “up on the housetop.”

-Above all, go for EFFECT! This piece is infended to be over the top, ludicrous, and entertaining.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas
State University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before
returning to Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying
with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of
Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to
pursue a career as a full-time composer and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works
selected for the J.W. Pepper's editor's choice. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently
Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the
"Teaching Music Through Performance in Band" series. He has had numerous works
performed at the prestigious Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. The Arkansas State
University Wind Ensemble premiered his work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in
Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the National
LGBA conference in 2019. His Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was premiered in 2023. In
addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical inifiative about mental health,
has received widespread acclaim for ifs musical content and for providing

opportunities to normalize discussions about mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC and
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as an arranger/designer for the marching arts. He lives in Jonesboro,
Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pefs.

Find out more about Mr. Standridge by following him on social media, or at randallstandridge.com
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5. Now comes Santa the Barbarian

4. So he gathered his reindeer,
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