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1 - Full Score

8 - Violin 1
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2 - Optional Armonia (Guitar/Vihuela)

Note from the Editor:

This original suite for string orchestra with optional mariachi ensemble is made up of three movements: Ranchera,
Bolero, and Son Jalisciense. The Bolero movement is a grade 2.5 while the other two sit at the grade 2 level.
*A Cello 2 part (alternate to bass) is available as a free download atf randallstandridge.com

- Katie O'Hara LaBrie
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Mariachi Suite
By Jorge Vargas, Grade 2 - 2.5

Program Notes:

Mariachi Suite is a set of three original tunes based on popular Mexican song styles that are widely used in mariachi
music; Ranchera, Bolero, and Son Jalisciense. | crafted these to emulate the music that | find myself playing on the
weekends with my own Mariachi group. Each movement in this suite focuses on one song style. The optional parts for
mariachi group (frumpets, guitar, vihuela, and guitarron) can be used fo infroduce your students to the overall
mariachi experience.

The Ranchera originated in ranches and small rural communities; it is in 3/4 and is at a fast tempo. It has a singing, waltz
feel. The Bolero has ifs roofs in Latin America. It is traditionally guitar driven, and made popular by trios, which consisted
of 3 guitars and auxiliary percussion. Due to its romantic natfure, the bolero was quickly added to the mariachi
repertoire to showcase the vocal talents on a romantic style. The Son Jalisciense is a bright and festive song style that
originated in the Mexican State of Jalisco. The vibrant rhythms and off beat accents of this style make this song style
the most popular one in mariachi music. | hope you and your students enjoy it!

Performance Note:

This suite can be performed by a stand-alone string orchestra or enhanced by the addition of any number of
instruments commonly found in a traditional mariachi ensemble. We have included parts for two Bb tfrumpets,
guitar/vihuela (known as the armonia section in a mariachi ensemble), and guitarron.

Mariachi music has gained significant popularity in the United States, and many string orchestra directors are
incorporating mariachi ensembles into their curriculum. Mariachi Suite presents an excellent opportunity to bridge the
gap between these two musical genres. | have provided brief descriptions of the mariachi insfruments below:

Vihuela: A five-stringed instrument with a bowl-shaped back. Slightly smaller than a guitar, it produces a bright and
percussive sound.

Guitarrén: A six-stringed instrument with a bowl-shaped back. Larger than a vihuela, it serves as the bass instrument in a
mariachi ensemble.

Armonia: The armonia section consists of the guitar and the vihuela. The preferred guitar for mariachi is the classical
guitar.

- Jorge Vargas

About the Composer

Jorge L. Vargas is a band director at Memorial Junior High in Eagle Pass, TX. He holds
a Bachelor's Degree in Music Education from The University of Texas-San Antonio and
a Master's Degree in Education from Lamar University. Mr. Vargas has written and
arranged for concert band, marching band, string orchestra, and mariachi
ensemble.

His music has been performed at many festivals and competitions by high school
groups and by professional groups alike. Several of his band and string orchestra
pieces appear on various state music lists throughout the country and many have
been selected as J.W. Pepper Editor's Choice. Jorge's band and orchestra
compositions have also been performed at the Midwest Clinic and ASTA Natfional
Conference. Jorge is a member of BMI, the Texas Bandmasters Association and the
Texas Music Educators Association.
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