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Winter Winds Waltz 

For String Orchestra, Grade 2.5 
by Erica Donahoe (ASCAP) 

 
 

Instrumentation 
 

1 - Full Score 
8 - Violin 1 
8 - Violin 2  
3 - Violin 3 (Viola T.C.)  
5 - Viola 
5 - Cello 
5 - Bass* 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Note from the Editor:  

In this grade 2.5 piece, inspired by the Shostakovich Waltz No 2, students will explore playing in ¾ time,  
alternating between spiccato and legato bow styles.  

* A Cello 2 part (alternate to bass) is available as a free download at randallstandridge.com 
  - Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 
 
  Full Set - $60.00       Extra Conductor Score - $12.00       Extra Part - $4.00 

 
Randall Standridge Music, LLC - 26 County Road 472 - Jonesboro, AR 72404 - 870-926-3479 

www.randallstandridge.com -  randallstandridge@yahoo.com 
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 Winter Winds Waltz 
 By Erica Donahoe, Grade 2.5 

 Program Notes: 
 Inspired  by  Shostakovich's  Waltz  No.  2,  this  icy  piece  opens  with  a  melody  that  evokes  the  feeling  of  chilly  wind  swirling 
 in  the  winter  air.  Winter  Winds  Waltz  follows  an  ABA  structure,  beginning  and  ending  in  E  minor,  with  a  soaring  Presto 
 section  in  the  middle  featuring  a  brief  quotation  from  Waltz  No.  2  reimagined  in  a  major  key.  Encourage  your  students 
 to  listen  to  the  Shostakovich  and  find  ways  to  emulate  the  styles  and  articulations  in  their  own  playing.  Using  full  legato 
 bows  on  the  melody  and  then  off  the  string  bow  strokes  in  the  accompaniment  figures  will  help  give  your  orchestra  a 
 mature and balanced sound! 

 About the Composer 
 Erica  Donahoe  currently  directs  the  New  Albany  Plain  Local  Schools  orchestra 
 program,  which  serves  over  400  string  students  in  New  Albany,  Ohio.   She  holds  a 
 bachelor's  degree  from  The  United  States  Air  Force  Academy,  and  bachelor's 
 and master's  degrees  from  The  Ohio  State  University.   After  having  served  in  the  Air 
 Force,  Ms.  Donahoe  returned  to  music  and  has  been  an  active  teacher  and 
 performer in central Ohio the last 15 years.   

 Ms.  Donahoe,  a  violinist,  has  performed  with  the  Pikes  Peak  Philharmonic,  the  McLean 
 Symphony  Orchestra  (Virginia),  Springfield  Symphony  Orchestra,  Central  Ohio 
 Symphony Orchestra and the New Albany Symphony Orchestra.  

 Her  experience  in  the  orchestra  classroom  enhances  her  role  as  a  composer.  She  has 
 created  works  for  string  orchestra  through  many  different  publishers  and  her  pieces 
 are frequent recipients of J.W. Pepper’s editor’s choice.  

 Ms.  Donahoe  resides  in  Ohio  with  her  husband,  Kevin,  and  their  children,  Annabelle 
 and Jackson.  They enjoy hiking, camping, and spending time together outside. 
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Erica Donahoe
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Copyright © 2025, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.

Grade 2.5
Duration 2:00
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