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 Welcome to San Juan 
 For String Orchestra, Grade 1 

 by Dión Morales (ASCAP) 

 Instrumentation 

 1 - Full Score 
 8 - Violin 1 
 8 - Violin 2 (Viola T.C). 
 5 - Viola 
 5 - Cello 
 5 - Bass 
 1 - Rehearsal Piano 
 2 - Percussion (Claves, Shaker) 

 Note from the Editor: 
 This grade 1 piece teaches students latin rhythm in an approachable manner, 

 through literal call and response and repetition. Seconds and Violas double, as do Cellos and Basses. 
 Simple percussion parts add to the authentic nature of the piece. 

 - Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Full Set - $55.00  Extra Conductor Score -  $10.00  Extra Part - $4.00 

 Randall Standridge Music, LLC - 26 County Road 472 - Jonesboro, AR 72404 - 870-926-3479 
 www.randallstandridge.com -  randallstandridge@yahoo.com 
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 Welcome to San Juan 
 By Dión Morales, Grade 1 

 Program Notes: 
 It was an amazing day when, for the first time, I got to sit and play with musicians I grew up listening to at church and 
 parties. My father (Pedro Luis Morales), who played percussion for the Puerto Rican folk band based out of our church, 
 handed me a set of claves during one of their rehearsals and guided my hands to play the clave rhythm for the first 
 time. It only took a few tries before I was grooving on my own and fell in love with music making. What I find amazing 
 about this moment is that there was no counting or music reading. It was simply about making sounds that grooved 
 together and creating that feeling of forward motion. This pattern is something that I had heard and moved to all my 
 life. An expression of something that was ingrained in me without me even being aware of it. In my training as a music 
 teacher I had always been taught that patterns like the Clave were considered “hard” due to complexities of reading 
 syncopations. This is reflected by a lack of literature that uses Caribbean grooves for young players. I wrote this for my 
 students to prove that beginners can groove too! 

 Performance Note: 
 The title of this piece is a mnemonic device to teach the Clave Rhythm. 

 I highly suggest teaching this rhythm by rote first. Here is the teaching sequence I used with my students. (Repeat each 
 step as needed for mastery) 

 -  Start by using a maraca or metronome to play the 8th note subdivision. 
 -  Have students repeat the clave rhythm after you with their voice using the mnemonic device "Wel-come to - 

 San Juan!” 
 -  Have students now echo you by playing pizzicato on their open D string. 
 -  Have students now try changing notes on every syllable. I suggest using D E F# G A 
 -  Add the bow and do 2 sequences in a row so that they get a feel for starting the pattern down bow the first 

 time and up bow the second time, starting with open strings only. 
 -  Create as many of these sequences as you would like. This makes a great warm up! 
 -  Once they are grooving, pass out the music and show them what the rhythm looks like. Remind them that each 

 time they see it to simply remember, “Wel-come to - San Juan!” 

 For added style and effect put a tenuto on the 2nd beat of the 2nd measure of the clave rhythm. If you only use one 
 of the percussion parts in this piece make sure that it's the maraca! Nearly all Caribbean dance music has some sort of 
 shaker type instrument that is a part of the rhythmic backdrop. Hearing the 8th notes created by the maraca will allow 
 your students to feel and place the Clave rhythms more accurately. The interaction of these 8th notes with the 
 syncopation will create our groove. When my students played this piece I played the maraca with my right hand and 
 used my left to add cues as needed. Also don’t be afraid to dance a little! 

 About the Composer 

 Dión  (pronounced:  dee-own)  Morales  was  born,  raised,  and  lives  in  Chicago,  Illinois 
 with  his  wife  and  two  daughters.  He  began  his  orchestral  studies  as  a  high  school 
 student  at  Lane  Tech  College  Prep  High  School  in  the  Chicago  Public  School  system. 
 He  received  his  undergraduate  degree  in  music  education  from  VanderCook 
 College  of  Music  in  2010  and  returned  to  VanderCook  for  his  Masters  degree,  which 
 was  completed  in  2021.  He  has  taught  elementary  and  middle  school  orchestra  in 
 Des  Plaines  District  62  since  2010.  The  arranging  of  music  by  minority  composers  for 
 school  orchestra  programs  is  a  project  that  he  has  been  developing  since  2020. 
 Music  from  this  project  has  been  performed  at  the  Midwest  Band  and  Orchestra 
 clinic  and  has  won  multiple  awards.  Alongside  his  arrangements,  Dion  is  also 
 passionate  about  writing  original  works  for  student  ensembles  at  all  levels.  As  an 
 educator  and  composer  he  has  used  his  experience  in  the  classroom  to  create 
 pieces  that  students  enjoy  as  well  as  providing  appropriate  challenges  for  ensembles 
 at  various  levels.  Dión  is  married  to  Devon  Morales.  She  is  the  department  chair  and 
 head orchestra director at Lane Tech, as well as a fellow composer and arranger. 
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Dión Morales

(ASCAP)
Score

Copyright © 2025, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.

Grade 1
Duration 2:00
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