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Program Notes:

Acadian Solsfice
By Perry Holbrook, Grade 3.5

Acadian Solstice originated during a summer vacation to Acadia National Park in Maine. | had ventured down to the
rocky beach along the Atlantic Ocean, aiming to capfure the ideal moment for a sunset photograph featuring Bass
Harbor Head Lighthouse. While awaiting the sunset, | discovered a melody that resonated with the captivating scene
before me. Throughout the rest of the vacation, | mentally composed much of the piece during my daily hikes. Nature
has consistently served as a profound muse for my most compelling compositions, and | trust that you and your
students will find joy in experiencing this work, continuing the rich tradition of pastorales that celebrate the beauty of

natfure.

Rehearsal Suggestions:

- learning the principles of playing in a lyrical manner
- playing with a wide range of dynamics

- the consideration and development of phrasing

- playing with increased use of vibrato

The tempo marking of quarter note = 85 should be observed to keep the character of the piece as graceful as

possible.

— Perry Holbrook

About the Composer

Perry Holbrook has served as the Arfistic Director of Orchestras at Walton High School,
a program of nearly 400 string students since 2001. His musical ensembles have
garnered significant recognition, earning eight invitations to perform at The Midwest
Clinic, three invitations to showcase their talents at the ASTA National Conference, and
an additional eight invitations to perform at the Georgia Music Educators Association
In-Service Conference. Dr. Holbrook's groups have also traveled and performed
infernationally, participating in four European Concert Tours.

In addifion fo his role as Artistic Director, Dr. Holbrook actively engages as a guest
conductor and clinician. Notably, he served as a clinician for the 2021 ASTA National
Orchestra Festival. His recent conducting engagements include leading All State
Orchestras in South Carolina and Alabama, as well as directing other distinguished
honor groups across the nation. Dr. Holbrook's expertise has been widely shared
through clinic presentations at prominent events such as The Midwest Clinic, the ASTA
National Conference, the Georgia Music Educators Convention, and the Texas Music
Educators Convention.

Educationally, Perry Holbrook holds a Doctorate of Musical Arts degree from the University of Minnesota, a Master of
Music degree from Arizona State University, and a Bachelor of Music degree from Wichita State University. His teaching
credentials were acquired from the University of Georgia.
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