The Kraken

For String Orchestra, Grade 3
by Kevin Sluder
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1 - Full Score

8 - Violin 1

8 - Violin 2

3 - Violin 3 (Viola T.C.)
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5-Cello

5 - Bass*

Note from the Editor:
This programmatic grade 3 piece opens with a slow introduction that leads to an energetic main theme.
*A Cello 2 part that doubles the Bass is available as a free download at randallstandridge.com.
- Katie O'Hara LaBrie
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The Kraken
By Kevin Sluder, Grade 3

Program Notes:
A frightening tale for all who sale across the sea, the Kraken is storied to be a massive squid that lurks in the deep
waters of the ocean.

Our adventure opens with a churning sea. Waves become more violent as the sky grows darker. Suddenly, giant
tentacles reach out through the tumultuous waters...the Kraken appears! Tentacles swat at the ship, sliding along the
hull as they try to grip the boat. Sailors fight the hurricane winds to turn the ship away from the grips of the Kraken. The
boat is finally free, but only momentarily. The Kraken has followed! Sailors race to grab harpoons, long spears meant
to protect the ship from the creatures that lie below. As the harpoons fly, the Kraken finally refreats, leaving the ship
safe to find dry land. The creature slinks below the waters, waiting for the next ship to sail in its path.

Notes to the Conductor:

Spend fime early on breaking down the 8th note syncopations and the necessary subdivision internalization.
Suggested shifting fingerings are provided, and while the bass can spend most of the piece in 2 position, more
advanced options are encouraged. Work with students o take dynamics and accents to the extreme, imitating the
sound of the waves crashing against the ship. The glissandos should be deliberate and dramatic. The doubles
(slashes) are optional, but are highly-encouraged. For m. ?1 to the end, remind the students that oftentimes divisi will
lose some of the power than comes with purely unison parts. Teach them to raise their individual dynamic level when it
splits to help keep the group from losing impact right near the end. Feel free to teach the kids how an F# sometimes
plays a colorful role in the key of D minor. A Picardy third slowly invades this exciting conclusion!

Most importantly, enjoy telling this tale with your students!

- Kevin Sluder

About the Composer

Kevin Sluder is a Texas string orchestra director in the DFW area and has been teaching
in the public school system since 2007. His middle school program in Frisco, TX was
named the 2024 TMEA JH/MS Full Honor Orchestra.

Born and raised in Mansfield, TX, Mr. Sluder obtained his bachelor’'s degree in music
education from the University of North Texas in Denton. A bass player by trade, he also
has experience in percussion and guitar, with a deep love of rhythm.

Outside of the classroom, Mr. Sluder spends a great deal of fime composing and
arranging music. He also runs two podcasts. Rite of String, co-hosted with Matthew
Moreno, focuses on string education. SluderMusic is a showcase of Mr. Sluder’s
published pieces. In addition to his work in the “classical” world, he has written and
recorded several rock/electronic albums that are available on most streaming services.

Mr. Sluder currently resides in McKinney, TX. In his limited spare time, he enjoys taking
naps, camping, and playing video games.
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