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Aviators

By Joshua Idio

Program Notes

The most common dream mankind has had is the dream fo fly. We see the clouds and the sun and wonder what it’s like to
be up there; to look down at the Earth from above. That's why we are so fascinated with birds, and how they fly in the sky, and we
invent ways to do the same. Leonardo Da Vinci created machines that help us see the world from the heavens, and we're inspired
to drive these sky machines in the pursuit of touching what we once thought was untouchable. In the U.S. Navy and Air Force,
mankind learns to do so. But with the aim of precision in this art, and with the selfless duty to protect us on the ground, some are
pushed to perfection at one of the top fighter-pilot schools in the world, the U.S. Navy Strike Fighter Tactics Instructor program,
commonly known as Top Gun. This piece is inspired by the real men and women of this fighter academy and the frue stories of their
fraining and skill in combat. The music embodies the aerodynamic character. Bold fanfare and rhythms push the music through the
composition like the roars and soars of the fighters. Fast woodwind runs envision the quickness of maneuvers and dogfighting. And
these restless melodies agitate listeners with the feeling of infense combat and drive. The piece ends with a steady but impatient
division of meter, driving us and the music towards an edgy end, as the final soar of the piloft flies through us. In Aviators, we feel the
power of these machines as we draw closer to the dream that all of mankind craves, to fly.

About the Composer

Joshua A. Idio (b. 1995) is a Filipino-American composer, educator, conductor, and
frumpeter from New Jersey. He holds a M.A in Music Composition from Montclair State
University and a B.M in Music Education from William Paterson University. Idio continues to
write exciting music for chamber groups, concert bands, and orchestras of all grade levels
and his music continues to captivate audiences with thought-provoking and relative music
in the programmatic and cinematic style. His works embody the human emotion and
imagination and events happening in the current world.

Idio’s works have been performed by several ensembles and organizations, including
“...And We Were Heard", the East Texas Symphony Orchestra, University of Texas in El Paso
Symphonic Band, Seven Lakes High School Symphony Strings, Westchester Symphonic
Winds, St. Alban’s Concert Band Cardiff, Awesdme Orchestra Collective, Montclair State
University Symphonic Band, Wiliam Paterson University of New Jersey Wind Symphony,
New lJersey City University Symphony of Winds & Percussion, Caldwell University Wind
Ensemble and Honor Band, Wytheville Community College Concert Band, John Battle
Symphonic Band, Ithaca College Concert Band, Cascade Christian School Symphonic
Band, Kingston High School Symphonic Band, Peninsula School District All-District High
School Band, Drake University Honor Orchestra, and the Seattle Pacific University
Symphony Orchestra. He received an honorable mention and world premiere from the
United States Naval Academy Band for his composition for brass ensemble Fanfare and

Anthem for The Titans.

He is currently a member of the Nafional Association for Music Education, the New Jersey Music Educators Association, and the
Association of Concert Bands. He served as a band director at Readington Middle School in Whitehouse Station, James Caldwell
High School in West Caldwell, and at Hoboken Middle and High Schools in NJ.

He is also a registered member of ASCAP (the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers) and the American
Composers Forum as an active composer in the New York City/NJ area.
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