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Cumbia! 
By Jorge Vargas 

 
Program Notes 
This infectious and energetic piece is based a popular Latin style of dance music. The cumbia is extremely 
popular in Mexico, South America, and in some parts in the United States, such as Texas and California. 
There are several variations of the cumbia, but the one I chose to write is the Northern Mexican cumbia, 
which is a bit slower in tempo and has some distinct rhythmic patterns, especially in the bass lines. 
Cumbia is the perfect choice for your next concert! It’s sure to get everyone on their feet and start to 
dance! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

About the Composer 
 

Jorge L. Vargas (born 1971) is a composer, arranger, and clinician. He holds a 
Bachelor of Music Education degree from The University of Texas-San Antonio and a 
Master of Education degree from Lamar University. Currently, he serves as a music 
educator at Memorial Junior High in Eagle Pass, Texas, where he directs the concert 
band and mariachi ensemble. Additionally, he instructs beginner flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, and F Horn classes. He is also a member of Mariachi Relámpago, in which 
he plays trumpet and guitarrón. 

Mr. Vargas has composed and arranged music for various ensembles, including 
concert band, marching band, string orchestra, and mariachi ensemble. His works 
have been recognized on numerous state and festival lists. Notably, his music has 
been selected for the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice list and Bandworld Magazine’s Top 
100, and several of his compositions have been performed at the Midwest Clinic in 
Chicago. 

Mr. Vargas was born in Piedras Negras, Coahuila, Mexico, and currently resides in 
Eagle Pass, Texas, with his wife, Adriana, a fifth-grade mathematics teacher. 
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(BMI)

FULL SCORE
GRADE 1.5
DURATION 1:55

Copyright © 2025, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.
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Written for the students of the R.A. Jones Middle School Band,Florence, KY, Scott Reed, Director
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œ œ œ Œ œ œ
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Œ œ œ Œ œ˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ∑
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˙ œ œ
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˙ œ œ
˙ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ

˙ œ œ
˙ œ œ
˙ œ œ

˙ œ œ
.œ jœ œ œ

∑
œ œ œ œ jœ œ˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ·

64

Œ œ Œ œœ Œ œ Œ

>>

> > >

Cumbia! - Score 9



&
&
?

&
&
&

&
&
&

&
&
&
?
?
?

&
?

ã

ã

ã

bb

bb

bb

#

#

b

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

Fl.

Ob.

Bsn.

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

B. Cl.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

Bb Tpt. 1

Bb Tpt. 2

Hn.

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Bls.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

.œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
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.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ
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