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Perilous Seas

By E. Benton Lilliefors

Program Notes
Perilous Seas was originally written in 2022 for the Ann Arbor Summer Music Program.

Your band will battle a sea monster in the piece, Perilous Seas! This high energy, swashbuckling chart has
great rhythm work, and time changes as your group divides and conquers the percussion section.

In our story the percussion section represents the monster and the band is a pirate ship and crew that takes
sail to slay a savage sea beast. The story begins with ominous gong sounds, bass drum rolls, and far off wind
motifs, as our monster (the percussion) enters the water. Then at measure 9, it's suddenly faster and the wind
players take sail off to battle the monster.

The melody begins and is mostly found in our low brass voices. They're our ship sailing fo meet the beast and
the woodwind counter melody is the crew rushing to battle. At measure 49 we are in the full swing of battle.
65 is a reprise of the two melodies in new voices, culminating at 81 for the final battle between wind players
and percussion. It's fast entertainment and the kids have a blast putting this piece together!

About the Composer

Erin Lilliefors is a Music Educator originally from Muskegon, Michigan, and lives and works
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and is in her 14th year of teaching. She graduated from Eastern
Michigan University in 2009 with her Bachelor’s in Music Education- Instrumental, and
again from Eastern in 2022 with her Master’s in Music Education.

In the fall of 2020, Lilliefors was hired as the Associate Director of Bands at Pioneer High
Schoolin Ann Arbor Public schools, where she works presently. In this position, she teaches
Music Technology, Varsity Band, Concert Band White, and Co-Directs Concert Band
Purple and Symphony Band. The Symphony Band was featured at the Michigan Music
Educators Conference in 2022, featuring the premiere of Lilliefors’ work “A Song for
Charlotte.” At the 2024 MMC, Lilliefors’ piece “Release the Kraken” was performed by the
Clague Middle School band as the 2024 MMC. Additionally, Lilliefors presented in 2024 at
the Michigan Music Educators Conference about developing a comprehensive music
technology curriculum. Lilliefors created her curriculum in 2020 and has confinued to add
and develop it over the last few years.

Lilliefors works as a composer as well. She began composing for band and is published
with Randall Standridge Music & Leading Tones Music, LLC. During her summers Lilliefors
spends fime as a conductor at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp, where she conducts the Vander Linde Band and
occasionally teaches a conducting minor., Lilliefors has spent time as the Begian Scholar from 2023-24. She is a single
mom to her daughter, Charlotte.
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E> Alto
Saxophone
B» Tenor
Saxophone
E> Baritone
Saxophone
B» Trumpet 1/2
F Horn
Bassoon
Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba
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