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Dust of the Eons

By Ben Blessing

Program Notes

Dust of the Eons transports listeners to an ancient world where the echoes of time swirl like dust in the wind.
Mysterious and evocative, this piece unfolds with rich harmonies and shifting textures, creating an
atmosphere of wonder and discovery.

Built on gripping chord progressions and colorful orchestration, the music captures the weight of forgotten
history and the endless passage of time. Suspended moments of tension contrast with sweeping, flowing
lines, drawing musicians and audiences into a soundscape both ancient and fimeless.

Designed for developing ensembles, Dust of the Eons balances accessibility with expressive depth. Every
instrument plays a role in shaping the piece’s mysterious character, encouraging young musicians to
explore dynamic contrasts and phrasing. This piece invites performers and listeners alike to imagine the
stories buried beneath the sands of time.

Conductor Notes

Even though this work is set for developing ensembles, it is written with the same maturity and attention to
detail of my harder works. The double reed parts are cross-cued between the other instruments of the
ensemble, but conductors are encouraged to bring these colors out if they are present. Many of the
instruments have optional notes written for advanced players who can play them well, but it is not required.
There are sections of music that call for a divisi. The flute, clarinet, and tfrumpet parts are mostly in unison,
except for the few sections where they are split. These will build great tension in the music. If you lack the
ability to play all of these divisi notes due to numbers/program strength, play the higher notes available.
Encourage your percussion to play artistically and be careful not to overpower the winds.

About the Composer

Ben Blessing, (1984) hails from Nampa, ID. A former Marine and current member of the
25th Army Band in Boise ID, he is a long-serving member of the Idaho Army National
Guard. He holds a Bachelor's Degree in Music Composition from Northwest Nazarene
University and a Master’s in Music Education from the American Band College. In
demand as a composer and conductor, his works have been received with
enthusiasm from many audiences. A number of his works have been recognized by the
American Band College on their Top 100 List, and his original work “Standhope Peak”
was the winner of the 2022 NFMC Armed Forces Composition Competition. Mr. Blessing
enjoys writing music for concert band, orchestra, and electronic avenues as well. In his
off time, he enjoys writing music, running way too far for his own good, and spending
quality time with his wife, three children, and two dogs. He is the Race Director for the
Standhope Ultra Challenge and the Band Director at Baker High School, Middle School,
and Intermediate Schoal.
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