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Hearth
By Matt Neufeld

To The Director:

Hearth is heavily inspired by choral works, especially the works of Morten Lauridsen and Eric Whitacre. I think it would benefit your students
to play them recordings of Lauridsen’s O Magnum Mysterium – both the choral version and the band version.

Try to bring out the antiphonal nature of this piece – especially from m. 36 onward.

The written directions for bags are for paper bags because they cause less mess, but plastic/polyethylene chip bags have an even better
sound if you want to deal with the mess (although your students may get to eat chips this way, so there’s a definite upside to this).

The chip bags can start in m. 56 while the last notes are played to give the effect of a crackling fire. Have fun experimenting with how to
end the piece!

The piano part is optional but adds a nice colour to the piece.

Program Notes

Just before last Christmas (December 2023), my family moved into a new house. This new house had an amazing feature – a gas fireplace
in the living room! During the holiday break, my family spent a lot of time in our new living room sitting around the fire, reading, talking, or
just being together.

I was moved by how the fireplace brought us together, how it created a sense of warmth (both literal and metaphorical) in our home, and
how it served as a point of connection for creating family memories. Hearth is meant to evoke those feelings of sitting around the fire; safe,
warm, and loved; with the people you care most about.

About the Composer

A graduate of the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg, Canada, Matt Neufeld (b. 1985)
does his best to
compose, teach, and perform music for as many people as he can convince or coerce.

Matt spends most of his days working with middle and high school band students at
Ecole Van Walleghem and Oak Park High School in
Winnipeg.

In his spare time, Matt enjoys competitive board gaming, playing his wife's favorite songs
on the piano in ways that do NOT endear him to her, and having his three children try to
beat him at Mario Kart.
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