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A Light Before Dawn

By Gavin Lendt
About the Work

Commissioned by band director Scott Weber and the Benton Community High School Band Boosters, Benton, lowa, "A
Light Before Dawn" stands as a poignant fribute in memory of Debbie, a saxophone player in the band whose life was

tragically cut short.

This composition serves as a heartfelt memorial, capturing the essence of hope, resilience, and the enduring light that
persists even in the face of profound loss.

The music unfolds like a narrative, reflecting the emotional landscape surrounding Debbie's memory. From gentle,
reflective passages to powerful crescendos, “A Light Before Dawn" navigates the complexities of grief while offering a
musical embrace to those who influenced us.

“A Light Before Dawn" invites listeners to share in the collective reflection on love, loss, and the enduring light that lives
on in our hearts.

Rehearsal Suggestions

If a piano is not available for the performance, utilize either the provided cues at the beginning or allow the flute solo
to be performed unaccompanied. The other piano cues throughout the piece should be played in the absence of a
piano.

The alto saxophone solos throughout the piece symbolize Debbie, who was a saxophone player.

Measure 35 (Innocently) should be slightly faster and waltz-like.

Exercise restraint in the Fortissimo at measure 73; avoid making the piece excessively loud.

The fermata silence at measure 73 should persist until any decay or reverb has completely dissipated. Music is an
interplay between sound and silence, allowing silence the room to breathe.

The Trumpet, Clarinet, and Flute solos in measure 78 hold a special significance as they were originally infended to be
played by three of Debbie's closest friends.

Take your time with the mallet's G and Bb fermatas in the final measure. Also, the long notes of the winds in the final bar
should fade into nothing. Instead of stopping the sound, you're starting the silence.



About the Composer

Gavin Lendt is an award-winning composer, conductor, and horn
player. Known mostly for his band works, he is also a recognized
composer of music for orchestra, chaoir, solo instruments, and small
ensembles, and he writes music for YouTube and Twitch content
creators. He has received several commissions throughout the United
States, and his music has been performed all over the world. Most
recently, his work “A Wind in Time"” was selected as a winner of the
2021 Grand Mesa Music Composition Contest. In December of 2022,
he premiered his large-scale work for orchestra and choir, “Living in
the Light."

His music is known for incorporating rich harmonies and dramatic
counterlines. Both students and teachers find his music accessible and
enjoyable to play. Many high school bands have received superior
ratings at contests for their performances of his works.

Gavin studied composition at the University of Kansas with James
Barnes and has had private instruction with luminary composers such
as Stephen Melillo, John Mackey, Julie Giroux, Charles Rochester
Young and Gabriela Frank.

An avid horn player, Gavin has performed with the Topeka Symphony,
Kansas City Civic Orchestra, Hollywood Hills Orchestra, and the Lenexa Orchestra. Gavin is also the musical director
and arranger for the Kansas City Horn Club, a nonprofit organization designed to share enthusiasm and increase
intferest in the horn. Gavin Lives in Lenexa, Kansas, with his music educator wife, Stacy.
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A Light Before Dawn

A tempo

molto rit.

1. Solo dolce

<

.

e
(A
ol T
& 2
[Y =
N ] | | KB F— ] | ] ]
i It
ﬁ\@
N e 1 \..r\\
I
[
TTTe
e N 1 I 1 ] ] ] N ]
3 V _H\}-
&=
AN ] m lth L) i
\
o (o (o (o (o ummu—._p m.
.DW I W niE | W % M » W (S5 W Mm o Fe B
o °
| v > | > > > > > > M | | | |
3
. BA L e N .. . L
& IEE SR SHINER LY
ik W e e
T b | e FTTe e EE) 1Y T b
e > . e
e Al N e e ® 1%
[ V ] B [ - 1 1 1 = 1
s s S &
AL b || el L) LyH’ e \me [ m ol
LI all N 0 ||
e ol Al (e’ e Ty 1 ry ||
N " e ™
M_\ il /T 2 il I
ol N e 117 IR LIl L NG e 9
] v ] ] | h ]
Y JHEN T T o [ | Ll o
MJ _mmn mun
. | (e - lals 3
T — T
i e \ '
ey s o s
i I w\
3 LY
] . Y 1 1 ] ] 1
[ i e uwn\ TR ‘w | TR
Nl ) ([t :
o ‘i W e | R 5 ' | Y . ®
@
T Dy~ ] Y D~
|D|D ~ |D|D K ~ A = ~ ~ UlU ~ =
BN N mi.N m Lo len mi.N N len N N len N
o NG NP N N B e NP NG O R oo N &) = NG
o S c - o o % = g o = i < b4 4 g 8 g g £
= ° 4 o = % < & S T 5 $ & & = = > EF g B
a o @ & 2 T = a
& < = =

79

78

77

76

75

74



A Light Before Dawn

14

moltorall.
il P

1. solo

A tempo

- - . _— A
s = s s s s il culll 1S
>m. G > >m. ¢ G I I al > > > > \\\Wﬁ..} >m.
? ST XSRS o X €rrRels k €)ey | Ne R q||REem|ieg
Z > — —— ) ~
T g T &
AL ﬁ. ~t ﬁ. ~t ﬁ. i~ m ~t A. ~t ﬁ. o A. ~t ~t ~t A. ~t ﬁ. ~t ﬁ. -~ m ~t A. ~t ~t = ~t m ~t A. ~t ﬁ. ~t
| 1HER A~ ~t ~4 ~ A~
M.er\\ 9 Unl |9 9 9
-.Uu 1 1 |k & 1 1 1 Hh W “Tan W TVW e W 1 1 1
— — HQI \ - | — ‘A I / L
L 18N
NRN NN 1
v 1 ] 1 1 A ] 1 1 1 1 1 ] ]
fad fa f ~ ~
i | | i On ~
1R | e ki.j./ ol \n e o/ o] i i 1 Ji/ »
A [En =
il W ﬁ_rvv, W ” [} ‘ n_% ] uu\r v
e ] 1 N w s S]] ] ] ] TE-AN R A S ] ! m 1.
T 1T 17 el 9 () L TN | > C 17 T
[ : e R | >m i 5 v‘. Wm aAa M_m hw M.Amo AWW MA.M dﬁ,ﬂ i
Jad ladd fat L | e ~ ~ ~ ~ |1 H \\HW’ m ~t ~y
H > > 14.14> / ol e > \\i> e N
& o, & e 8 [ YRNN W B e W [ YH B
I I anen LIVRL N & 1 Rl 1 | ] ] ] 1 1 ] 1 I R
8 | I e N N8 e Al LYl
I i g | | ]
AR FY Fre e il e el %Tl
Al IR i ki
™ s ™ JI/P & N ™ X ™ X
" ] 1 > X TV > X > > 1 > " ] ] ] ] ' > ] ] " -
e (e e (TN I H| F @ H
= LI LU
1y Free Fe / -\Ma fr fw L) elll
e/l
LI LI N L
1 1 r”H ion d | [ A-} 1 ' 1 1 1 1 ] ] M 1 ] ] .\.W\ 0.
lin A Ih iE .m ¥
Nl e ™ \EEL) oL T [ YA Ptvnwww
4 3 N N i p 4 N i T
v X | ey e e X )
gy I IR Pl
1 1 1 £ " n | . S 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 1
NN Free Fre ..mL e R e eln
N
oL J.ﬂxjv mE .P\W_ﬂ Mz T < T TN .
i | iy
|l el
.L o TS R R ”u QL
| | | ] ] & ] ] | 1 | ] ] 1 ] ]
NIl
STIM| ~¢ ol ¢ ] m IR A oua % < | R N s w T TR ] N
X NG N NS NS NG N N N N N N ;A B B o L GG\
s \ ra ra 4IIII._\
o . . - - = ~ R R - - ~ - . . . w . . . . .
- 6 & 5 5 3 - 2 Z g s =5 ¢ 5 & 038 = £ £ E ¥ £
- S 3 =z &8 £ = 5 ¢ =
e : =2
=) P4 &

88

87

86

85

84

83

82

81

80



