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Shipyard Trudge
By Matthew Manning (BMI)

Program Notes

As a composer, I have made it my mission to write quality music for quality people. These qualities
encompass music that is engaging, educational, and exuberant for musicians of all ages. Marches
are one of the musical genres that have spoken to me over the years. Not only do marches carry a
sense of triumph and accomplishment, but they can also create an atmosphere of excitement
and versatility. Marches that have inspired me include The Thunderer (Sousa), movement three of
The First Suite in Eb (Holst), and March Phantasma (Standridge). Each of these marches (and the
composers themselves) includes elements of mastery, seriousness, and amusement, which led me
to write my own march in this image.

Summer’s March is a grade three piece written to portray the fun and whimsicalness of a clear,
calm summer day. The piece is written in Bb major and starts with a full band opening, leading into
a quaint woodwind melody. Depicting a brief summer storm, a minor moment is introduced in the
piece, followed by the brass transitioning the band back to sunlight. The trio section modulates to F
major, with the melody being played in the clarinet, trumpet, and euphonium. The piece builds to
a climax only to be sent back to the playful melody captured in the beginning. "

About the Composer
Matthew Manning (b. June 2nd, 1996) is an African American composer
and music educator from Blue Springs, Missouri, who graduated from the
University of Central Missouri with a bachelor’s and master of arts in music.
During his undergraduate years, he was heavily involved in a variety of
ensembles, such as orchestra, marching band, concert band, jazz band,
chamber ensembles, and vocal ensembles.

Currently (2022), Mr. Manning performs with ensembles around the Kansas
City Metro area, such as the Lee’s Summit Symphony, The Lee’s Summit
Community Jazz Orchestra, The Liberty Community Band, and the
Warrensburg Community Jazz Band. Mr. Manning is currently in his 4th year
of teaching middle school orchestra (6th-8th grade) in the Blue Springs
School District. He teaches beginner orchestra (6th) at Brittany Hill and Paul
Kinder Middle School and intermediate and advanced orchestra (7th-8th)
at Paul Kinder Middle School.
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