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La Bruja

By Jorge Vargas (BMiI)

Program Notes:

La Bruja tells the mischievous tale of “the witch.” A favorite with mariachi groups due to its hauntingly beautiful melody,
La Bruja is the perfect infroduction to folk songs from Veracruz! Enjoy the waltz-like melody countered with traditional
Mexican folk rhythms that will definitely make you want to sway and dance to the music.

About the music:

La Bruja is a Son Jarocho, which means it originated from the Mexican state of Veracruz. The instruments that are
associated with this type of music are the jarana (a small, guitar-like instrument), the requinto jarocho (a small
guitar-like instrument plucked with a long pick called an espiga, that is made out of bull horn), and an arpa jarocha (a
five octave harp with no pedals). There is also an accompanying dance, which involves placing a candle on your
head through the entire dance. The optional guitar part in this arrangement creates an atmosphere that evokes the

frue spirit of the work.

About the Composer

Jorge L. Vargas (b.1971) is a Mexican-American composer, arranger, and clinician.
He holds a Bachelor’'s Degree in Music Education from The University of Texas-San
Antonio and a Master’'s Degree in Education from Lamar University. He currently
teaches at Memorial Junior High in Eagle Pass, TX, where he directs the concert
band and the mariachi group and coordinates the beginner classes.

Mr. Vargas has written and arranged for concert band, marching band, string
orchestra, and mariachi ensemble. Many of his works appear on several state and
festival lists. Mr Vargas' music has been selected to the J.W. Pepper Editor’s
Choice list and Bandworld Magazine's Top 100, and several of his works have been
featured at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago.

Mr Vargas was born in Piedras Negras, Coahuila, Mexico, and currently resides in
Eagle Pass, TX, with his wife, Adriana, a 5th-grade math feacher.
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