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Program Notes

Mesa Dances
By Gavin Lendt

“Mesa Dances” originated as the final movement of a large-scale band work titled, “Long May We Reign”
commissioned by the Denison High School Band to celebrate 100 years of bands in Denison, lowa. This lively work
pays homage to the spirit of the southwestern United States. Wild wind flourishes, punctuated brass, and driving
percussion capture the culture of the Southwestern United States. Interspersed throughout the piece are quotes
from the Denison High School School song that comes to full fruition during the exhilarating ending.

About the Composer

Gavin Lendt is an award-winning composer, conductor, and horn player. Known
mostly for his band works, he is also a recognized composer of music for orchestra,
choir, solo instruments, and small ensembles, and writes music for YouTube and

= Twitch content creators. He has received several commissions throughout the United

States, and his music has been performed all over the world. Most recently, his work

. “A Wind in Time” was selected as a winner of the 2021 Grand Mesa Music

Composition Contest. In December of 2022, he premiered his large-scale work for
orchestra and choir, “Living in the Light."

His music is known for incorporating rich harmonies and dramatic counterlines. Both
students and teachers find his music accessible and enjoyable to play. Many high
school bands have received superior ratings at contests performing his works.

Gavin studied composition at the University of Kansas with James Barnes and has
had private instruction with luminary composers such as Stephen Melillo, John
Mackey, Julie Giroux, Charles Rochester Young, and Gabriela Frank.

An avid horn player, Gavin has performed with the Topeka Symphony, Kansas City
Civic Orchestra, Hollywood Hills Orchestra, and the Lenexa Orchestra. Gavin is also

the musical director and arranger for the Kansas City Horn Club, a nonprofit organization designed to share
enthusiasm and increase interest for the horn. Gavin lives in Lenexa, Kansas, with his music educator wife, Stacy.
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