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Program Notes

El Manto Dorado

By Jorge Vargas (BMiI)

El Manto Dorado is a Spanish march (pasodoble). This march should be played with plenty of bravado and flair, but it
should not be too heavy. The clarinet melodies should be played lightly and with separation, and the bass line should

try to mimic a pizzicato string bass.

This is a great piece to teach students the characteristics of a Spanish march and to point out the differences between
this style of march and the traditional marches that are more commonly played with school bands.

About the Composer

Jorge L. Vargas (b.1971) is a Mexican American composer, arranger, and clinician.
Mr. Vargas holds a Bachelor's Degree in Music Education from The University of
Texas-San Antonio and a Master’s Degree in Education from Lamar University. He
currently teaches at Memorial Junior High in Eagle Pass, TX, where he directs the
concert band and the mariachi group, and he coordinates the beginner classes.

Mr. Vargas has written and arranged for concert band, marching band, string
orchestra, and mariachi ensemble. Many of his works appear on several state and
festival lists. Mr Vargas' music has been selected to the J.W. Pepper Editor’s
Choice list and Bandworld Magazine's Top 100, and several of his works have been
featured at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago.

Mr Vargas was born in Piedras Negras, Coahuila, Mexico, and currently resides in
Eagle Pass, TX, with his wife Adriana, a 5th-grade math teacher.
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