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Dragonstone

By Gavin Lendt
Program Notes

You've spent hours exploring the dungeon, defeating monsters and enemies. You overcame every obstacle
that laid before you and it is now time to encounter “Dragonstone: the Final Boss." This grade 2.5 work for
band captures the thrill and rush of excitement as one nears the end of their journey to ‘save the world.’
“Dragonstone” opens and ends with fierce battle music accompanied by a noble theme, representing our
hero’s determination to smite down the forces of darkness. Near the middle of the work the enemy tempts
our hero with a spell, in the musical form of a tango. Fortunately, our hero comes to their senses and is able
to continue forward. A theme of determination builds to a climax as we reach the coda for an exhilarating
conclusion.

About the Composer

Gavin Lendt is an award winning composer, conductor and horn
player. Known mostly for his band works, he is also a recognized
composer of music for orchestra, choir, solo instruments, small
ensembles, and writes music for YouTube and Twitch content creators.
He has received several commissions throughout the United States and
his music has been performed all over the world. Most recently, his
work “A Wind in Time" was selected as a winner of the 2021 Grand
Mesa Music Composition Contest. In December of 2022, he premiered
his large-scale work for orchestra and choir, “Living in the Light."

His music is known for incorporating rich harmonies and dramatic
counter lines. Both students and teachers find his music accessible and
enjoyable to play. Many high school bands have received superior
ratings at contest performing his works.

Gavin studied composition at the University of Kansas with James
Barnes and has had private instruction with luminary composers such
as Stephen Melillo, John Mackey, Julie Giroux, Charles Rochester
Young and Gabriela Frank.

An avid horn player, Gavin has performed with the Topeka Symphony,
Kansas City Civic Orchestra, Hollywood Hills Orchestra and the Lenexa
Orchestra. Gavin is also the musical director and arranger for the
Kansas City Horn Club, a nonprofit organization designed to share enthusiasm and increase interest for the horn. Gavin
Lives in Lenexa, Kansas with his music educator wife, Stacy.
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