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Everlight

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes
Teaching is one of the most meaningful kinds of human connection.

As a former teacher myself, | still think about my students often. | remember the concerts, the chaos, the quiet moments. The
breakthroughs. The hard days. The smiles. We don't always realize the impact we have in the moment—but music teachers have
the rare privilege of seeing that growth unfold over years, not just one school year. It's a gift I'll always carry with me.

A student joins your class. You laugh together. You push them to improve. You see them on good days, bad days, and in-between
days. And then... they move on. Hopefully better. Hopefully brighter.

Everlight is set in a fast and steady 4/4 tempo that never changes, but constantly evolves. Inspired by elements of minimalism and
cinematic writing, the piece flows between rhythmic drive and lyrical reflection—colorful textures and harmonic shifts creafing
emotional momentum. It's both intimate and expansive, grounded and uplifting.

This piece is a musical fribute to the connections we build, the light we give, and the legacy we leave behind—not with grand
gestures, but with daily kindness, consistency, and care. The light we share with others might not last forever in form... but its warmth
remains.

Peace, Love, and Music — Randall Standridge

Commissioned by the Allen ISD Bands and dedicated to DJ Vacarezza in celebration of her retirement and successful teaching
career at Ereckson Middle School (Allen, TX).

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-Dynamics should be notficeable and taken to extremes.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State
University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor before returning to
Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor
and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in
Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 fo pursue a career as a full-time composer and
marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works selected for the
J.W. Pepper's editor's choice. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind,
and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching Music Through Performance in
Band" series. He has had numerous works performed at the prestigious Midwest Clinic in Chicago,
lllinois. The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble premiered his work Art(isms) at the 2010
CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the
National LGBA conference in 2019. His Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was premiered in 2023. In
addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical initiative about mental health, has
received widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing opportunities to normalize
discussions about mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and editor of Randall
Standridge Music, LLC and Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as an arranger/designer for
the marching arts. He lives in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very
spoiled pefts.

For more information about Mr. Standridge, visit his website at: www.randallstandridge.com
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