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In Memoriam (Aspects Movement 2)

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

In Memoriam is the second movement of Aspects, a multi-movement work commissioned by the American School Band Directors Association
Education Foundation, and dedicated to Ross Leeper (IA)—founding member of the ASBDA Education Foundation and past president of the
organization. Each movement in this suite explores different facets of Ross’s musical personality and personal character, offering a reflection of the
many ways he connected with music and the people around him.

After long days of rehearsals, he would often spend his evenings listening to professional recordings—not just to enjoy them, but to “reset” his ears
and reconnect with the beauty of music well-performed. That practice spoke volumes about his humility, his devotion to the craft, and his constant
pursuit of musical truth.

In Memoriam is my tribute to that part of Ross’s heart. While none of their music is directly quoted, | drew inspiration from the choral and symphonic
writing of John Rutter, Morten Lauridsen, and Leonard Bernstein—three composers who have deeply shaped my own musical life. The influence of
their styles is present in the flowing lyricism, the rich harmonies, and the moments of unexpected, fender dissonance.

Originally titled “The Father,” the piece serves as a requiem for a beloved teacher and family member, encouraging the listener to reflect on life and
with whom we choose to spend it.

The piece opens with a brief, subdued introduction before a flute solo gently presents the main theme—nostalgic and sweet. As the movement
unfolds, it passes through phases of memory and emotion: sorrow, longing, even flashes of anger... but gradually moves toward peace, and, finally,
acceptance. It is intfended not only as a requiem for Ross Leeper but also for others we've lost—an invitation to reflect, remember, and release.

Suitable for high school and college ensembles, In Memoriam may be performed as a standalone Grade 3-3.5 lyrical work or as part of the
complete Aspects suite.

Peace, Love, and Music — Randall Standridge

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. Please note and honor the intended tempos.
-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to exfremes.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

Movements of Aspects
1. Awaken (Aspects: Movement 1)
2. In Memoriam (Aspects: Movement 2)
3. Galop Comique (Aspects: Movement 3)

Movement 4 to be released in the coming year.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State University. During this
time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor before returning to Arkansas State University to earn his
Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his fenure as
Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to pursue a career as
a full-fime composer and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works selected for the J.W. Pepper's
editor's choice. His compositions Snake Charmer, Genftly Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations
have been included in the "Teaching Music Through Performance in Band" series. He has had numerous works
performed at the prestigious Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble
premiered his work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work Stonewall:
1969 was premiered at the National LGBA conference in 2019. His Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was premiered
in 2023. In addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project,” a musical initiative about mental health, has received
widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing opportunities to normalize discussions about
mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC
and Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as an arranger/designer for the marching arts. He lives in

Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husbband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets. For more information about Mr.
Standridge, visit his website at: www.randallstandridae.com
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