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Winter Winds

By Randall D. Standridge, Grade .5

About Winter Winds

WINTER WINDS paints a portrait of a snowy landscape. The hissing of the icy winds are heard at the beginning, quickly
giving way to a celebration for the arrival of winter. Players and listeners should imagine white forests, snow ball fights, sleigh rides,
and hot cups of cocoa by the fire. Winter only lasts a little while, and hopefully we can all find the beauty in its temporary nature.

Technical considerations

This work primarily uses the first six notes that most beginning band students are taught. In regards to the French Horn, | have
elected to use the Concert F to D (C to G for the horn) to make it as achievable as possible, and to provide richer harmonic
possibilities for the work. The Tenor Saxophone mimics this part, and has a range of G to E. Alternate Clarinet and Alto Saxophone
parts that cover these same lines have been provided as well. There are also two snare and mallet parts (advanced and
beginning) to provide appropriate challenges for both levels.

This work features two endings to provide two different levels of challenge for the ensembles. The "short" ending maintains
the first 6 notes that beginners typically are taught. There is also a "long" ending that mimics a key change by infroducing one new
note (for a total of 7) for groups that might be a little further along in their development.

Educational goals of the work:

-Tone production and proper note length

-Linear independence

-Attention to dynamics

-This work uses the first 6 notes that are typically taught to developing band students, but the “long” ending adds in a concert E
natural to provide a “key change”. Having taught beginners for many years myself, | have elected to keep the Concert Bb key
signature throughout and to use accidentals to facilitate easier reading. You're welcome, lol.

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-The clarinets and alto saxophones may be assigned the regular part OR the optional French Horn double (or you may split your
section as needed).

-When the wind players are asked to hiss, it needs to be audible, loud, and energetic, and mimic the sound of wind.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas
State University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor,
before returning to Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition,
studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as
Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in
2013 to pursue a career as a full-time composer and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge is currently published by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, FJH Music,
Wingert-Jones Music, BandWorks Publications, Twin Towers Music, and Northeastern
Music Publications. Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had
numerous works selected to the J.W. Pepper's editor's choice. His compositions Snake
Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been
included in the "Teaching Music Through Performance in Band" series. He has had
numerous works performed at the prestigious Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. His
work Art(isms) was premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the
2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work Stonewall: 1969 was
premiered at the National LGBA conference in 2019. Mr. Standridge is a contributing
composer for Alfred Music's Sound Innovations: Ensemble Development series.

In addition fo his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and editor for Randall Standridge Music, LLC and
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a drill designer, music arranger, and colorguard designer for the marching
arts, as well as a freelance artist/photographer and writer. He lives in Jonesboro, Arkansas with his family.
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(Opt. take short ending, m.73)
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