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The Black Cat

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

| am a VERY superstitious person. | knock on wood. | throw a pinch of salt over my shoulder. | avoid breaking mirrors, walking under
ladders, and | cling to a four leaf clover as if it were a ward against all evil.

However, | do NOT feel this way about Black Cats. While it is frue that | am primarily a dog person, | have always loved cats, but |
have also discovered you have to love dogs and cats for completely different reasons. In general, dogs are so loyal, so agreeable,
so eager to please, and always so happy to see you.

But not cats. Cats are different.

| have three cats right now: Mask (she is moody, mistrustful, and bossy), Chatty (he is sweet natured, docile, and talkative), and
Scofty (he is playful, mischievous, and curious). This frio of felines are great companions and usually hang out in my office while I'm
working, judging every note | write, crawling across my desk at inopportune moments, sitting on my shoulder at times, and generally
causing mayhem...and | wouldn’t have it any other way.

The idea for The Black Cat was born on a Friday 13th (August 13th, 2021 to be exact). | was musing on the “bad luck” that the day
was supposed to bring and had just begun working on a new piece when Scotty (orange, not black) got tangled in some cables
and unplugged my computer, making me lose the new file. Bad luck indeed. After | had chased him out of my office, | restarted
my computer and wrote a 13-note theme which became the basis for this work.

The Black Cat uses a 13 note theme to depict the “bad luck™ that such creatures are supposed to portend. The piece uses
staccato notes and chromaticism to illustrate their sneaky nature, and to create a more eerie and ominous atmosphere. Cat yowls
and hissing may be heard at moments, as well as the way that cats’ temperaments may change like the weather. For the style, |
owe a huge debt to two composers | admire: Edvard Grieg (In the Hall of the Mountain King) and Danny Elfman (Beetlejuice, The
Nightmare Before Christmas).

The Black Cat Consortium

This work was supported and premiered by a large consortium of schools and directors. It is incredibly humbling and validating to
know that so many support your work, and | am forever in their debt. To those organizations, | want to say “thank you.” Thank you
for letting me follow my compositional muse and joining me on this journey into the world of superstition and midnight prowls. | hope

you have enjoyed it as much as | have.

A full list of schools and directors is provided in the following pages.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor of Music Education from Arkansas State University.
During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State
University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist.
From 2001 to 2013, he served as the Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas.

Mr. Standridge is currently published by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, FJH Music, Wingert-Jones
Music, BandWorks Publications, Twin Towers Music, and Northeastern Music Publications. Mr. Standridge
has had several of his pieces performed internationally, and has had numerous works selected to the
J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice and Bandwaorld Top 100 lists. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently
Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations also published are included in Teaching Music
through Performance in Band series. He has had several works performed at the Midwest Music Clinic
in Chicago, IL. His work Art(isms) was premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the
2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. Mr. Standridge is also a contributing composer for
Alfred Music’s Sound Innovations: Ensemble Development series. His music is gaining recognition as
worthwhile literature for concert festivals and performances across the United States and
internationally.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the Marching Band Editor for Grand Mesa
Music Publishers. He is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill designer, composer, and music
arranger for the marching arts. He is also a freelance artist, photographer, and writer. He lives in
Jonesboro, AR with his family. For more information about Mr. Standridge, visit his website at:
www.randallstandridge.com
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Created with the support of the "Black Cat Consortium," a group of enthusiastic directors and students to whom I am forever grateful

Score

Grade 1.5
Duration: 2:00

Flute
Oboe

Bb Clarinet

B: Clarinet*
(F Horn Double)

*also transposed for
E> Alto Saxophone

E> Alto
Saxophone

B> Tenor

Saxophone
*Tenor Sax may also
play Bb Euph part

B: Trumpet 1-2

Hornin F

Trombone
Euphonium
Bassoon

Low Reeds
Tuba

Mallets/
(opt. Synth.)

Timpani

Percussion 1 &2
P1: Snare Drum/

Ride Cymbal/Cowbell
P2: Bass Drum/

Wind Chimes

Percussion 3
Two Woodblocks

Percussion 4
Crash Cymbals/
Vibraslap/
Slapstick/
Suspended Cymbal

Sound FX*
(optional)

*can be downloaded
from RSM website
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The Black Cat

Randall D. Standridge

. . (ASCAP)
Dedicated to my beloved companions: Mask, Scotty, and Chatty, who have the darkest of hearts
With Great Trepidation and Fear .=128
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