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Foreword
It’s always a daunting task for me to come up with a song list for a new piano book. Since 
many of the hymns I love have been arranged and rearranged countless times, I tend to ask 
myself, “do we really need another version of this well-known hymn?” Or I may turn to 
less popular hymns and think, “do we really need an arrangement of a hymn that no one 
recognizes?” Therefore, when I think and pray about a new piano book, I like to consider the 
project as a whole and how the songs will fit together. In this collection, each song expresses 
the joy we have in following Jesus. And if there’s one thing we could use more of in this 
world, it’s joy. Not just a happy feeling, but true joy that only comes from God.

I hope you’ll enjoy the arrangements in this book, and I hope they will enhance your music 
ministry or education endeavors. I’m a music educator at heart, and I love the challenge of 
creating arrangements for intermediate players that also include a technique or skill that 
will help them grow as musicians. The repeated patterns used in many of the arrangements 
make them easier to learn and train the fingers to move quickly over the keys. The harmonic 
textures allow for dialogue with students about how chords are created and how chord 
progressions move the music forward. But above all, I pray the music you create from these 
pieces will uplift and bring joy to your listeners. Keep playing!

—R. Kevin Boesiger
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Choose Joy
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