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Foreword
“Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and that which cannot remain silent.”
This Victor Hugo quote has always resonated with me. There are times in my life when the only thing 
that adequately expresses what I find expressible is the gift of music. Many mornings my time with God 
includes sitting at the piano, playing hymns and worship songs and thanking God for His faithfulness in  
my life. 
So, when Lorenz came to me and asked if I’d like to put together a solo piano book of modern worship 
songs and classic hymns, I jumped at the chance. I love the concept of new and old coming together, 
pairing a hymn from my childhood with a modern worship song that meets me right where I am today. 
I was very careful to choose modern songs with melodies that are recognizable and then pair them with 
hymns that have stood the test of time and become classics. They are not all medleys, you’ll find individual 
song arrangements as well, but with every chart I worked to create a sense of worship and make these 
arrangements adaptable to any setting where you find yourself looking for just the right song.
Whether your playing an offertory or prelude, for a wedding or a worship service – maybe you’re just 
playing as a part of your personal devotions – wherever you find yourself, I pray these arrangements will be 
a blessing to you and those you share them with. 
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing (and playing) to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. – Colossians 3:16  

Blessings 
—Jay Rouse
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About the Arranger
Jay Rouse is one of the premier choral arrangers in Christian music. He has over three hundred and 
fifty compositions and arrangements published, including over thirty major sacred choral works, fifty 
best‑selling a cappella arrangements, a highly recognized hymn series for choir or piano and solo 
instrument entitled Piano Plus, and a number of best‑selling solo piano books and recordings. Mr. Rouse 
is a Dove Award winning producer and has logged many hours on the road traveling in the music ministry. 
He spent over ten years as musical director and accompanist for Sandi Patty. In addition to his work as 
a keyboard artist, composer, and arranger he has been the primary producer and conductor for all of the 
choral and instrumental publications from PraiseGathering Music Group and Gaither Music Company over 
the last two decades. Jay Rouse continues to make a major impact on music for the church musician across 
the nation. Along with his wife Amy and two children, Londyn and Thatcher, Jay resides in Oklahoma.




