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Performance Notes from the Composer
A few helpful conventions apply to four-hand piano performance.

In the logistics of keyboard sharing, there can sometimes be competition for the space 
between the left hand of Piano I and the right hand of Piano II. Every effort has been made in 
these arrangements to mitigate collisions and overlaps. When it is necessary to move away 
quickly from an area in order to accommodate the other player’s incoming need, this eyeglass 
symbol appears in the music:

Because of the precise percussion of the piano’s tone, ensemble between the two players 
becomes a primary concern. Some discreet body language to communicate beginnings, 
endings, and tempo changes is advisable.

Use of the sustaining pedal is assigned to the Piano II performer, since harmonic content is 
best discerned from the bass. Of course, awareness of the entire score is vital.

Performing with another player on the same instrument is an experience limited almost 
exclusively to keyboard players, mostly pianists. There is a oneness, a camaraderie in 
piano duo performance, that makes demands and gives rewards beyond other ensemble 
performance. Mutual listening focus is key.

—Daniel Burton
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by Edward Dearl (1806-1891)
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