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Foreword
One of the greatest joys of my career is the opportunity to share in composer weekends at 
churches all across the U.S.A. Many times, the host church will invite area choirs to join in 
the weekend event, and that enhances the choral experience by providing a more powerful 
sound overall. Without fail, we all agree it is a sample of what the singing in heaven might 
be like, on a smaller scale, of course. There is typically a broad range of denominations and 
varied beliefs, but the unifying factor is all of us joining together to sing one song to the glory 
of one Holy God. I will most often use “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” as the opening 
congregational hymn for these concerts simply for the phrase “We’ll join the everlasting song 
and crown Him Lord of all.”

The Everlasting Song is a collection of ten fresh arrangements of favored hymn tunes. The 
varied styles are my interpretation of the lingering texts that inspired each setting. Hymns 
on the theme of the cross are suitable for Holy Week, while others are simply powerful 
expressions of faith. One festive arrangement, “Triumphant Resurrection,” would be fitting 
for Easter Sunday while others are useful any time of the year. The beloved tunes slane (“Be 
Thou My Vision”), endless song (“How Can I Keep from Singing?”), and terra beata 
(“This is My Father’s World”) are significant expressions of the heart, designed to be played 
with much expression and a tender touch.

My hope is the music will speak to your heart and will be a blessing to you, whether played 
at home for personal enjoyment or in church for worship. There will come a day when 
believers gather in our heavenly home, playing and singing these everlasting songs of 
Christ’s love for us. Let us bring our best to honor God on this side of heaven to encourage 
others to join us around the throne.

—Mary McDonald
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Tune: ST. CHRISTOPHER
by Frederick C. Maker (1844-1927)  
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by William H. Doane (1832-1915)  
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Contemplative  q = ca. 66
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Tune: HANKEY

by William G. Fischer (1835-1912)  
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I Love to Tell the Story
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Tune: TERRA BEATA
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This Is My Father’s World
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 Duration: 3:15 

           Dedicated to Nathaniel Eric McDonald, our fifth grandchild, born May 8, 2022, 
and sent by God to make the world a better place with his gentle, sweet spirit and happy nature. 
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Tunes: DARWALL

by John Darwall (1731-1789)
ST. KEVIN

by Arthur S. Sullivan (1842-1900)  
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Triumphant Resurrection
Rejoice, the Lord Is King and Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain
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