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Foreword

More often than I’d like to admit, I have found myself in the middle of the Christmas season
completely overwhelmed by all the wrong things. Before I know it, Christmas has become overrun
by busy schedules and overcommitments. I find myself overwhelmed by the anxieties of trying to
meet unrealistic expectations. This happens whendMose sight of the importance of slowing down
and settling in to the here anggy e
underwhelmed by any signifi
season. I don’t feel grounded, se
step towards developing newer,

buld be found in this significantly meaningful
Recognizing this tendency of mine is a good first

ate to call a small, friendly church

ion. However, I most vividly remember

. Escaping the deep, dark winters of

ary. It was cozy; it was home. There,

n to trust. There were smiles and nods
all the candles slowly danced through
ents lead the music, we got there early
here was expectancy

and given the opportunity

. I was overwhelmed by all

For the majority of my most formati
“home.” Sundays were full of laugh
our Christmas Eve services, which
Minnesota, I would enter the dim a
sprinkled throughout the pews, werg
to welcome all who entered, but no ¢
the room while meaningful music sq
and [ was able to slowly settle in.
without urgency. Every Christmas E
to settle into the sacredness of that
the right things.

I found peace and felt safe, and playing music softly, slowly, and meaningfully. I’m able to refocus
my attention on the here and now of the season. It brings me home to myself.
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4 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Arranged by Phil Larson
Tune: MENDELSSOHN
by Felix Mendelssohn, 1840

Expressively J = ca. 112
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Silent Night! Holy Night!

Tenderly J =ca. 104

Arranged by Phil Larson

Tune: STILLE NACHT

by Franz Gruber, 1818
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O Holy Night

Gently, expressively J = ca. 60

11

Arranged by Phil Larson
Tune: CANTIQUE DE NOEL
by Adolphe C. Adam, 1847
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16 Carol of the Bells

Arranged by Phil Larson
Tune: Ukrainian Bell Carol
by Mykola Leontovych, 1914

Serenely, freely J = 80-84
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Deck the Halls 21

Arranged by Phil Larson
Traditional Welsh Carol

Pensively J = ca. 104
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24 Jingle Bells

Arranged by Phil Larson
by James L. Pierpont, 1857

Gently, very freely throughout J = 66-72
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28 What Child Is This?

Arranged by Phil Larson

Tune: GREENSLEEVES

Traditional English Melody, 16th c.
With gentle motion J =ca. 116
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