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FOREWORD
“Not my will, but Yours.”
These solemn words have echoed through the ages as Jesus embraced 
the will of the Almighty God on the night before His crucifixion. I’ve 
sometimes wondered if Jesus, having taken on the cloak of humanity 
along with His divine nature, could have rejected the will of God in 
His final hours. It seems that He, like all of us, was given the option of 
choice; of accepting or rejecting God’s call upon His life in that poignant 
moment. But Jesus chose the cross. He chose to walk the painful path of a 
criminal’s execution for our redemption.
As the apostle Paul says, it was Christ’s willingness to “humble Himself 
and to become obedient to death—even death on a cross” that serves 
as the foundation stone to our faith. Without the crucifixion there is no 
resurrection. Without the resurrection there is no assurance of eternal 
life. Without Jesus embracing God’s will, there is no promise of a hopeful 
tomorrow.
This brief Holy Week work starts shortly after the “hosannas” of Palm 
Sunday and concludes just before the “alleluias” of Easter Sunday. It is 
intended to be a versatile resource suitable for use in Maundy Thursday 
and/or Good Friday worship services. The upper room, Gethsemane, the 
home of the High Priest, Pilate’s courtyard, the road to Calvary, a barren 
cross on Golgotha’s hill…all are present in this retelling of the last hours 
of our Lord’s earthly journey.
I pray that it reminds us that Jesus chose to embrace the will of God for 
the sake of each of us. What a sacrifice! What a Savior!

—Lloyd Larson
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Arranged by Lloyd Larson
Tune: REDHEAD

by Richard Redhead, 1853

LT

SAMPLE



&

?

bbbb

bbbb

44

44

œ œ

Œ
p

Pensively q = ca. 76
œ œ .œ jœ 

‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ
 

œœ œœ œœ œœ œ
‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ 

œœ œ œ œ
 

&

?

&

?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

4 ∑

∑

. œ œœ œ œ 
‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ 

SA

TB

 Œ œ œ
On the

∑

. œ œœ œ œ 
‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ 

p
œ œ .œ jœ

night be - fore the

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

 

&

?

&
?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

7

œ œ œ œ œ
Sav - ior died, Je-sus

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
 

œ œ œ œ œ
gath - ered the cho - sen

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
 

 
few.

 Œ œ œ
“I have

œ œ œ œ 
 Œ œ

p

55/1211L-6

6 The Night Before the Savior Died

© 2025 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a criminal offense subject to prosecution.

THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
www.lorenz.com

Music by Lloyd Larson
Quoting HERZLIEBSTER JESU

by Johann Crüger, 1640

Words by Lloyd Larson
and Johann Heerman, 1630; 
tr. Robert Bridges, alt.
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Arranged by Lloyd Larson
Tune: HALLELUJAH! WHAT A SAVIOR

by Philip P. Bliss, 1875
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Words and Music
by Lloyd Larson
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