
Jabberwocky Through the Looking Glass
Alice in Wonderland

first appeared in (1871), the sequel to
. It was written by Charles Dodgson under his famous

pseudonym, Lewis Carroll. The ultimate satire of heroic narrative poetry in English
literature, it foreshadows a major trend in twentieth-century writing in its eerie and
evocative use of nonsense words. This setting emphasizes the mock-heroic aspects
of the poem, and it is a parody on the musical devices and attitudes of large,
traditional choral works. It should be performed, however, with utmost seriousness
and formality, exactly as if it were the sort of work that it imitates.

The optional percussion parts should be played by members of the chorus, again
with deadpan seriousness and with visual choreographed precision. If possible, the
instruments should remain hidden until their first appearance. Those indicated in the
music are triangle, baby rattle, toy glockenspiel (or xylophone), tambourine, toy
bass drum, toy cymbals, toy ratchet, and bird whistle. The keyboard part may be
played by piano alone or with the addition of harpsichord (or electric piano) as noted
in the score. The harpsichord generally should double the right hand of the keyboard
part one octave higher.

From the composer...

Pronunciation Guide

brillig – brill as in , ig as in

slithy sly-thee

toves rhymes with

gyre g as in get; rhymes with

gimble g as in ; rhymes with

wabe - rhymes with

mimsy rhymes with

borogoves bore-oh-goves (g as in ; rhymes with )

mome rhymes with

raths

brilliant igloo

stoves

fire

get nimble

babe

whimsy

get toves

home

–

–

–

–

–

–

–

–

– rhymes with

outgrabe – rhymes with

frumious – fru as in

vorpal – rhymes with

manxome – rhymes with

uffish – uff as in (or )

tulgey – rhymes with

frabjous – like s +

calloo – like

callay – like

baths

babe

frugal; fru-mee-us

snorkel

bank some

huff puff

bulgy; bull-gee

fabulou gorgeous; frab-jus

duluth

delay
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Jabberwocky
SSA and Piano with Small Instruments*

Lewis Carroll

    Duration: approx. 4:15
  *Also available: SATB (15/2088H); Performance/Accompaniment CD (99/1924H).
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